NEWS from Discovery Channel
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Discovery Channel FOLLOWS CRUSADERS OF THE SEA SHEPHERD CONSERVATION SOCIETY IN WHALE WARS
Captain Paul Watson founded his Sea Shepherd Conservation Society in 1977 because he believed his new organization had to go even further to eradicate whaling, poaching, shark finning, habitat destruction and purported ocean law violations than the Greenpeace group he had co-founded. For several years, Watson’s group of staff and volunteers have engaged in a campaign every winter to find and stop Japanese ships that hunt whales in the name of research, attempting to stop them by any non-violent means necessary. The eclectic group – labeled as activists, heroes and/or eco-pirates – leave port in Melbourne, Australia for a month-long campaign that is dangerous, controversial and has garnered international media attention. Sea Shepherd’s dedicated, international crew have spent their holiday the last several years and risked their lives at the bottom of the earth to save whales.

During the 2007-2008 campaign, Discovery Channel captured the intensity of Sea Shepherd’s mission, and the trials and tribulations of the crew in a new seven-part, hour-long weekly series WHALE WARS, premiering every <day> at <time>, starting from <date>. Encores <date, time>. 
The series draws attention to this global conservation issue that has caused friction between several nations over the practice of whaling in oceanic territories. This year’s campaign was particularly eventful with multiple engagements, capsizing, possible hostage-taking and alleged shooting, and Discovery Channel crews were onboard to document it as it unfolded.

Highlighting both the controversial whaling trade and the tactics that Sea Shepherd and its staff and volunteers use to attempt to cripple it, the series documents the group’s three-month sojourn across the icy Antarctic waters at the far end of the globe. Each week on WHALE WARS, Discovery Channel will take viewers on a powerful and adrenaline-fueled adventure and spotlight how the group takes action against alleged illegal whaling operations. The Society’s fight to eradicate Japanese whaling on the high seas – where international laws are interpreted by different countries and organizations in different ways – utilizes some aggressive techniques, including ramming and disabling whaling ships; disrupting whale carcass processing; engaging in physical entanglement; and boarding and dispersing fleets of whaling vessels. For the campaign this season, Sea Shepherd christened its vessel Steve Irwin, in honour of the iconic conservationist with the blessing of his wife Terri, both of whom support the organization independent of Discovery Channel.

Among some of the crew members followed in WHALE WARS are Paul Watson, captain; Peter Brown, 1st Mate; Peter Hammarstedt, 2nd Mate; Benjamin Potts, chief cook; Dr Scott Bell, medical officer; Amber Paarman, quartermaster; Shannon Mann, quartermaster; David Jennings, bosun; Kim McCoy, quartermaster; Tod Emko, communications officer; and Chris Aultman, helicopter pilot.
Find out more about whales at www.howstuffworks.com/whale.htm
###

About Discovery Channel

Discovery Channel, the flagship network of Discovery Communications, is devoted to creating the highest quality non-fiction programming in the world and remains one of the most dynamic networks on television. First launched in 1985, Discovery Channel now reaches more than 165 million households in Asia-Pacific. Globally, Discovery Channel is one of the world’s most widely distributed television brands, reaching 370 million households in 175 countries in 35 languages. It offers viewers an engaging line-up of high-quality non-fiction entertainment from blue-chip nature, science & technology, ancient and contemporary history, adventure, cultural and topical documentaries. For more information, visit www.discoverychannelasia.com.
About Discovery Communications
Discovery Communications (NASDAQ: DISCA, DISCB, DISCK) is the world’s number one nonfiction media company reaching more than 1.5 billion cumulative subscribers in more than 170 countries.  Discovery empowers people to explore their world and satisfy their curiosity through 100-plus worldwide networks, led by Discovery Channel, Animal Planet, Discovery Science and Discovery HD, as well as leading consumer and educational products and services, and a diversified portfolio of digital media services including HowStuffWorks.com. In Asia-Pacific, seven Discovery brands reach 458 million cumulative subscribers in 32 countries with programming customized in 10 languages.

WHALE WARS
EPISODE DESCRIPTIONS

Episode 1: Needle in a Haystack 
Paul Watson is the captain and founder of Sea Shepherd, a radical environmental group made up of self-proclaimed eco-pirates who fight for marine conservation. Their mission is to confront and stop Japanese fishing vessels from killing whales in Antarctica. Paul's crew sets sail from Melbourne, Australia, and consists of 34 international volunteers, but he quickly questions whether they are up for such a dangerous campaign. Immediately after departing, the newbies get slammed with seasickness. Later at sea, a small boat with four people aboard capsizes and a helicopter blade is damaged. As the Sea Shepherds spot their first whaling boat, the captain fears their mission is in serious jeopardy before they've even begun.
Episode 2: Nothing’s Ideal  
After weeks of searching, the Sea Shepherds finally spot a Japanese whaling ship, the harpoon vessel Yushin Maru #2. Captain Paul Watson devises a dangerous plan for two of his crew members to board the vessel and deliver a letter telling them to stop the killing of whales. He hopes to create an international incident, but his plan sparks a safety debate that divides the crew. Two volunteers enlist for the mission — Ben Potts and Giles Lane — and the crew braces for the worst as the men jump over the railing of the enemy ship. They are immediately tied up by the Japanese fishermen and the Yushin speeds away with the two Shepherds still aboard.

Episode 3: International Incidents R Us 
With Ben and Giles of Sea Shepherd being held hostage aboard the Japanese whaling ship Yushin Maru #2, Captain Paul Watson is pleased at the international media storm he has created, and rejects an offer from whalers to release the hostages. He forces the Australian and Japanese governments to get involved and at last negotiate for their return. As the Sea Shepherds head to pick up their crew members, they decide to attack the Japanese vessel that held them hostage. In the process, they lose radio contact with their outboard boat and fear the four crew members aboard are lost in the middle of the pitch-black, cold Antarctic night.

Episode 4: We are Hooligans 
After three long days, Pottsy and Giles are transferred back from the Yushin Maru and become instant celebrities with the media. Just as they are settling back in, the crew is concerned when they discover an unknown ship has been following them! The Captain plans a surprise recon on the mystery ship to determine its intentions. The Delta and Helicopter are launched together in order to ambush the vessel and they discover it's a spy ship for the Japanese whalers. Paul persuades his crew to attack the spy ship, but just as the Delta boat is preparing to launch, a crucial tool on the Steve Irwin breaks — the hydraulic crane. Not only is the attack aborted, but the whole Sea Shepherd's mission is in jeopardy.

Episode 5: Doors Slamming and Things Breaking 
The ship's engineer reports that one of two engines is broken. Now they will be unable to keep up with the Japanese whalers and are forced to return to Melbourne for repairs. While heading back, they are forced to navigate through a massive oceanic storm. After they make it out alive, the crew throws a party to celebrate but the officers are angry and order the Steve Irwin to now become a dry ship. This is the final straw for many volunteers and they decide to get off the ship when they dock. With astronomical engine repair costs and a skeleton crew, the Sea Shepherds are worried they won't be able to raise enough money to complete their anti-whaling campaign.

Episode 6: Ladies First
Armed with new volunteers, the Sea Shepherds head out to sea to find the Japanese whaling ships. After they pinpoint the fleet's location, the Captain raises the stakes and plans for another boarding. This time it will be an all-female boarding team! Many of the crew are worried for their safety, having to jump aboard a large moving ship. Tensions rise as the crew struggles to load two outboard boats while disorganized deckhands fight among themselves. During the mission, a female crew member is critically injured in one of the Delta's and she is rushed back aboard the Steve Irwin.
Episode 7: Boiling Point
The Sea Shepherds have finally found the most important ship in the Japanese whaling fleet, the Nisshin Maru factory ship. Everything has led to this moment and despite warnings from the Japanese whalers, the Sea Shepherds strike. After two rounds of attacks, the Japanese whalers retaliate with concussion grenades. During the battle, the Captain claims to be shot and he removes a bullet lodged in his bulletproof vest, aimed at his heart. The Sea Shepherds alert the media that Paul Watson is safe and triumphantly depart Antarctica. They claim to have successfully saved hundreds of whales but know their mission will never be over till whales are no longer being slaughtered in the Southern Oceans.
###

WHALE WARS
Biographies
[image: image1.png]‘A whale Wars | Premieres Friday, November 7th at 9PM e/p on Animal Planet - Microsoft Internet Explorer.

WHELEWERS
il

FRIDAY, 9P
11.07.08

PR
IDownioad PDF]

PAULF.WATSON | Captain

marine protection non-proft organization - Sea Shepherd Conservation Saciety.
marinerbegan in 1968 3 aseaman with the
Canadian Coast Guard, Watson majoredin
commoricationsandlinguiSiestSion FaserUnivarsiyin Btsh Columbia
111572, Watson a5 counder of e reenpeace Foundatin n Ve,
Bitsh ColumbiaFrom 197177, Watson served asfirs officr on all Greenpeace
voyages, and on a campalgn against Russian whales, he implementad his idea of
Pputting activists ina zodiac between the harpoon and the whale, From 1976-77, he
fo 1l fthe Crmmrineace svaiian< i et harn Seal i the e e of axctarn

»P.WATSON » B.POTTS »K.MCCOY »S MANN »P. HAMMARSTEDT » P. BROWN » C. AULTHAN » T EMKO.» A PAARMAN

!7!7!7!7!710!7



CAPTAIN PAUL F. WATSON

Marine Wildlife Conservationist, Environmentalist, Master Mariner, Author and Writer, University Instructor and Public Speaker

For 30 years, Captain Paul Watson has been at the helm of the world’s most active marine protection non-profit organization – Sea Shepherd Conservation Society. Paul Watson’s career as a master mariner began in 1968 as a seaman with the merchant marines and with the Canadian Coast Guard. Watson majored in communications and linguistics at Simon Fraser University in British Columbia.

In 1972, Watson was a co-founder of the Greenpeace Foundation in Vancouver, British Columbia. From 1971-77, Watson served as first officer on all Greenpeace voyages, and on a campaign against Russian whalers, he implemented his idea of putting activists in a Zodiac between the harpoon and the whale. From 1976-77, he led all of the Greenpeace expeditions to protect harp seals on the ice floes of eastern Canada. In 1977, Watson left Greenpeace because he felt the original goals of the organization were being compromised, and because he saw a specific, global need to continue direct action, conservation activities on the high seas.

In 1977, Watson founded Sea Shepherd Conservation Society – dedicated to research, investigation, and the enforcement of laws, treaties, resolutions, and regulations established to protect marine wildlife and their habitats worldwide. Since then, Watson has traveled and lectured extensively at universities and events around the world. He has authored six books: Shepherds of the Sea (1979); Sea Shepherd: My Fight for Whales and Seals (1982); Cry Wolf (1985); Earthforce! (1993); Ocean Warrior (1994); and Seal Wars (2002). In addition, he has been the subject of numerous magazine articles and profiles including being chosen by Time Magazine as one of the environmental heroes of the 20th Century in 2000.
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 KIM MCCOY
Quartermaster and International Executive Director, Sea Shepherd Conservation Society

Kim McCoy, 34, is a passionate animal and environmental advocate with an undergraduate degree in business administration and a J.D. specializing in international environmental law. McCoy graduated from law school with honours, and while there, she served as editor-in-chief of the internationally acclaimed Animal Law Review. She also interned with the International Environmental Law Project, with a special focus on CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora); the Center for Environmental Justice, a Sri Lankan NGO based in Colombo; and the National Center for Animal Law. McCoy is a member of MENSA (the “high IQ society”) and founder of the MENSA Animal Law Special Interest Group. She is an official member of the National Disaster Animal Response Team, where she most recently assisted with animal rescue in New Orleans in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.

McCoy is a published law review author, public speaker, and scuba diver with a special fondness for diving with large sharks. She is a certified black belt in American karate, yoga instructor, and mountain paraglider. Her experiences traveling and living overseas (particularly in developing countries) - coupled with a strong desire to put an end to animal cruelty and suffering - led her to choose a vegan lifestyle nearly five years ago. Having previously lived in Japan for two years, she has a fondness for Japanese culture (not including the slaughter of innocent cetaceans) and a special interest in the lack of awareness and acceptance of propaganda surrounding the issue of illegal whaling.

McCoy is deeply committed to the defense and conservation of marine animals worldwide and believes firmly in the merits of aggressive, nonviolent direct action as an effective and necessary means to accomplish these goals.

 BENJAMIN POTTS
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Chief Cook, Sea Shepherd Conservation Society

Born and bred in Sydney, Australia, Ben grew up amongst rocky sandstone escarpments, emerald coastal rainforests, diverse eucalypt wood lands and beautiful sandy southern beaches. Surrounded by two large national parks and the myriad of wildlife that skirt the Sydney basin, his home was an ideal place to explore and develop a love of the natural world in his youth. 

Ben’s father worked for the National Parks and Wildlife Service. He used to bring home animals that he had seized from smugglers and trappers. These animals would either be taken to a wildlife refuge for rehabilitation or, if they were local, released back into the bush. These animals gave Ben the opportunity to form friendships and an appreciation of Australia’s unique and amazing wild citizens and he considers these creatures to be part of his extended family.

After school, Ben spent more time in the bush as an infantry soldier in the Australian Army followed by a number of jobs ranging from outdoor guide to tree planter, traveling throughout eastern Australia from the tropics to the snowy high country. In Tasmania, he witnessed first-hand the destruction of the last remaining stands of Australia’s old growth forests which contain some of the oldest and tallest trees in the world. The animals in these forests lose their homes when the forest is cleared for monoculture plantations. Seeing his country and its inhabitants destroyed for a quick buck made him extremely distressed and angry, and he vowed to defend it in the future.

This decision led him to volunteer with Sea Shepherd to defend the great whales. He had seen documentaries featuring Sea Shepherd, and he wanted to be involved in an organization which is on the front-line of defending threatened species and attempting to halt man’s wholesale destruction of the natural world. He feels extremely proud and privileged to have been a crew member in the lead up to and during the 2008 campaign which was a pivotal experience in his life and gave him the confidence and drive to fight for life on this planet.

Ben plans to further his education in the environment by studying conservation biology and ecology as well as continuing to be involved with Sea Shepherd and local direct action environment group, Still Wild Still Threatened.
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 SHANNON MANN
Quartermaster, Sea Shepherd Conservation Society

Shannon was born in the prairies of Canada, spending summers exploring the northern forests and lakes of the Canadian flatlands. Early in her life she developed an affinity for animal life and their interaction with the environment. Shannon has always had a compassionate eye to the earth and the creatures that inhabit it. Scholastic by nature, she studied drosophila flies during university life and later developed high-tech software for cell phone companies. However, her passion for the beleaguered earth and its creatures was never far from her heart.

In 2005, Shannon heard Paul Watson speak at the Annual Animal Rights Conference in Los Angeles. She understood immediately that his was a cause worth being involved in. She returned from the summer conference, contacted the Sea Shepherd, and was accepted as a volunteer for the Antarctic campaign of 2006-2007.

Shannon’s tenacious personality and rock-solid belief system have perpetuated her understanding of boundaries, limits and the power of the human spirit. She credits Watson with helping her to understand the power of dedication and fight. During her journey with the Sea Shepherd, she’s developed confidence in her ability to navigate the sea and whip up delicious vegan fare, all while fighting for the animals who are helpless to defend themselves.

While Shannon battles on the rocky seas, she relies on the kindred spirit of her sister to care for her best buddy Jack, her beloved rescue dog back home. Shannon’s non-profit organization FLEA (Friends of Life, Environment, and Animals) was granted charitable status in Canada in 2008, fueling her passion for the environment and shaping a plan for her future endeavors. Her most passionate goal is to put an end to whaling in the Antarctic Sanctuary once and for all.

[image: image5.png]‘A whale Wars | Premieres Friday, November 7th at 9PM e/p on Animal Planet - Microsoft Internet Explorer.

WHALEWARS
il

FRIDAY, 9P
11.07.08

Iownioad PDF]
PETER BROWN | First Mate

Lo
further the onsenvtion o marne wildie.
-

Forthe past 26 years, Brown has rewed on numerous campaigns, not only as a
cinematographer buts a deckhiand, quartermaste, zodiae driver,officer and even
captain i Watson' absence,He has aisoserved on the S Shepherd Canservation
Sociey board of directorsTo elghtyears, was secretary teasurer o fouryears and
lmatlserved tnthe o s

ProfessonalyBrown caninges o ok th (8viin and i business.He
mchicer NRC41-rateck<hos RFAT PFOPYE.fofour yeare:was ane ofthe oriinal

»P.WATSON » B.POTTS »K.MCCOY »S MANN » P HAMMARSTEDT » P, BROWN » C.AULTMAN » T. EMKO.» A PAARMAN

BioS

[ @mseme
| \WINDOWS'.. || £ 4 Internet Ex... . Mail - Inbox - .. | )2 Windows E.. ~| 1] Whale Wars. | El«@ B a32em



PETER BROWN
First Mate
Brown first met Sea Shepherd in 1982 in Japan when he was on assignment for NBC to produce a segment about the Iki Island dolphin slaughter. That experience and his friendship with Watson inspired him to use his professional media skills to further the conservation of marine wildlife.

For the past 26 years, Brown has crewed on numerous campaigns, not only as a cinematographer but as a deckhand, quartermaster, Zodiac driver, officer and even captain in Watson’s absence. He has also served on the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society Board of Directors for eight years, was Secretary Treasurer for four years and ultimately served on the Board of Advisors.

Professionally, Brown continues to work in the television and film business. He produced NBC’s #1-rated show, REAL PEOPLE, for four years; was one of the original producers of ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT; produced an award-winning children’s programme POPS; contributed to the startup of the Disney Channel and the Playboy Channel; and produced original programming for Outdoor Life Network and numerous other adventure/wildlife programs worldwide. Brown’s vocation and avocation have led him to every country in the world, thus reinforcing the necessity to communicate his conservation message to his fellow humans as he feels that they still have a lot to learn.
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CHRISTOPHER AULTMAN
Helicopter Pilot

American Chris Aultman, 38, of Long Beach, California, is a dedicated environmental conservationist and commercial helicopter pilot living in the United States. 

Prior to joining the Sea Shepherd team, Aultman served for six years in the United States Marine Corps as a helicopter avionics technician. During this period Chris spent 13 months at sea and became a veteran of the Gulf War. Aultman’s first experience with the destruction of the world’s oceans was seeing the disastrous effects of the millions of barrels of oil dumped into the Persian Gulf during that war. This and many other experiences caused Chris to start to see the world for what it really was, and nothing was ever the same again.

Many years later, Chris met the founder of Ocean Defenders Alliance, who was tabling for Sea Shepherd Conservation Society at a local scuba show. Already a commercial helicopter pilot and flight instructor, Chris asked if Sea Shepherd ever needed helicopter pilots. This proved to be a very ironic question since it was his involvement with Ocean Defenders Alliance that brought him to meet Captain Paul Watson and become the helicopter pilot for Sea Shepherd.

Chris since has flown during the last three Antarctic Whale Defense campaigns and is ready to return to the worlds oceans for the defence and conservation and marine wildlife.
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TOD EMKO
Communications Officer

Tod Emko began his professional career as a computer engineer in New York City in 2000. He worked for Yahoo.com, SugarCRM and other technology companies for some time before realizing his true calling as an insufferable, left-wing hippie.

Tod, a 14-year committed vegan, attended many vegan parties in New York and learned about Sea Shepherd Conservation Society from his friends. He contacted the organization online, and after being selected for crew, found himself on the Steve Irwin on his way to Antarctica. His participation in the anti-whaling battles and confrontations in Antarctica began to open his eyes to how much illegal poaching activity breaks international conservation laws. Opposing the Japanese whaling industry in Antarctica gave Tod a taste for being a thorn in the side of ecosystem-destroying people around the world.

Now working as a concert and crime-scene photographer when he’s in New York, Tod spends a good part of the year traveling to help preserve the world’s ecosystems for various conservation groups.  
AMBER JADE PAARMAN
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Quartermaster

Growing up in South Africa, Amber Paarman noticed injustice at an early age and saw striking parallels between the exploitation of human beings and animals. Raised as a vegetarian, she also recognized that change only comes about by taking action. Rather than turning her back on the myriad abandoned and abused animals in Cape Town, Amber opened up her home to many dogs, cats, horses and birds. But it took Sea Shepherd arriving in Cape Town after the 2005 Antarctic Whale Defense Campaign for Amber to take her passion for animals to a global level.

Since then, she has pulled up long lines in the Galapagos, opposed sealing in Canada and tackled whalers in the Antarctic. Amber is either found on the bridge of the Steve Irwin scanning the horizon for whaling ships or in the galley combining her love for animals with her love of food. 
Between Sea Shepherd campaigns, Amber actively campaigns against vivisection, fur farming and fox hunting around the world, and finds the time to protest and rabble-rouse wherever she goes. For Amber, being an animal rights activist is a full-time job. Not to lose sight of what she is fighting for, Amber also always finds time to help animals directly by volunteering at animal shelters. If she had her way, the whole world would be one big animal sanctuary and she is willing to start with Antarctica. 
###

WHALE WARS

the history of whaling

The first records of whaling date back to prehistoric times. For millennia, man has hunted these gargantuan creatures for the by-products derived from every part of the whale’s body, from hide to bone. Before the development of underground refineries and wells, oil for lubricating machinery and illuminating lamps was primarily drawn from the blubber of whales. A long history of whaling has come at a price to the global population of whales. Five of the 13 species of great whales are currently on the endangered species list. Today, there exists a moratorium on whaling administered by the International Whaling Commission (IWC).

Organized, modern whaling first began about a thousand years ago with the Basques in modern day Spain. At first, the Basques only hunted the North Atlantic Right Whale near their coasts by using watchtowers to look for the whales’ distinctive twin vapor spouts. Soon, the fishermen expanded their hunt, eventually moving to the Norwegian island of Spitsbergen, a hotbed for whales and whale hunters.

Setting up a large fishery at Spitsbergen, the Spanish were soon joined by the Dutch and the British. Territorial conflicts often developed between the competing whalers. Even before Europeans established fisheries in the Arctic, the Japanese had developed the harpoon and with it, a whaling culture of their own. Unlike Europeans who used their whale bounty mainly for oil, the Japanese used whales for their meat as well as their oil. Precedent for such consumption was established in the Kojiki, the oldest Japanese historical book of poems ever written. In the book, the Emperor Jimmu is said to feast on whale meat, thus establishing a culinary trend that continues today.

In the early 1700s, whaling came to America. Islanders from Nantucket, whose soil was not fertile enough for farming, established the first whaling fisheries off the coast of New England. In 1712, the Nantucket fishermen killed their first sperm whale. The sperm whale was highly valued due to its unique ability to produces spermaceti, a waxy oil found in the massive head of the sperm whale. Candles made from spermaceti were odorless and smokeless, a vast improvement over the candles of the time. Some claim that spermaceti candles were the best candles ever made, before or since.

Whales were considered the “swimming oil wells” used to fuel the Industrial Revolution. In addition to oil, whales, their blubber, and their bones were used to produce animal feed; cosmetics such as lipstick, soap, and suntan lotion; perfume; margarine; candles and crayons; and clothing, using baleen for corsets, hooped skirts, and umbrellas.
The whaling industry was romanticized by the tales of sailors returning home and the literature of the time. Despite arduous journeys that would last for months at a time, men would board whaling vessels in hopes of finding financial rewards as well as adventure. New Bedford, Massachusetts, became the whaling capital of the world and was called “The City that Lights the World.” Of the 700 whaling ships that existed around the world, 400 called New Bedford home. Herman Melville’s classic novel Moby Dick was the pinnacle work of art immortalizing the whale trade. Melville himself sailed on the whaling ship the Acushnet, which left New Bedford in January 1841. While at sea, Melville would have heard the famous tale of a malicious white whale known to sail the seas of the South Pacific.

Whaling drastically declined with the development of oil wells and refineries, yet it still continued and with greater efficiency as technology improved. The whale population felt the repercussions. Between1910 and 1940, the number of whales processed rose from 12,000 to 40,000. In 1930, approximately 29,000 Blue whales were killed. Whereas scientists predicted that the population of Humpback whales could have reached 1.5 million without commercial whaling, the current population lies at 20,000.

Such devastating effects to the whales led to the creation of the International Whaling Commission in 1946. Initially, the IWC placed quotas on the number of whales member nations were allowed to process. When it became clear that countries such as the Soviet Union were drastically underreporting the number of whales they were actually harvesting, the IWC knew drastic measures were needed. In 1986, the IWC and its member nations began enforcing a moratorium on all commercial whaling.

The IWC’s jurisdiction and ability to enforce the moratorium, however, are limited. For example, in defiance of the IWC policy, Norway continues commercial whaling unabated, setting their own quotas on the number of whales Norwegians are allowed to kill. The biggest hindrance to the IWC mission is IWC policy itself. The IWC policy has two critical exceptions to its moratorium: aboriginal whaling and research whaling. It is in the name of these loopholes that countries are able to continue to kill whales.

The U.S. and Russia permit regulated aboriginal whaling. The Japanese have killed 25,000 whales in the last 20 years in the name of research. Anti-whaling groups claim the Japanese research programme is just a front for commercial whaling, citing that the number of whales they kill for “scientific purposes” far exceeds the number that can be obtained by non-lethal measures.

###

WHALE WARS

about sea shepHErd

Sea Shepherd Conservation Society – A Brief Overview
For over 30 years, Captain Paul Watson has been at the helm of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society. Founded in 1977, Sea Shepherd’s mission is to end the destruction of habitat and slaughter of wildlife in the world’s oceans in order to conserve and protect ecosystems and species. Sea Shepherd uses innovative direct-action tactics, which the organization says are innovative but which Japanese whalers say are unlawful, to investigate, document, research, and enforce laws, treaties, resolutions, and regulations established to protect ocean wildlife and their habitats worldwide.

In 1972, Watson co-founded the Greenpeace Foundation. From 1971-77, Watson served as First Officer on all Greenpeace voyages, where he implemented his idea of putting activists in a Zodiac between the harpoon and the whale. He has been the Master and Commander of over 200 voyages. He has authored six books including Ocean Warrior (1994), and Seal Wars (2002). Captain Paul Watson and Sea Shepherd’s conservation work have been covered in the mass media worldwide. In 2000, Watson was included by Time as one of the environmental heroes of the 20th Century and in 2007, he was featured in an in-depth article in the New Yorker.

By safeguarding the biodiversity of our delicately balanced ocean ecosystems, Sea Shepherd works to ensure their survival for future generations. The Society has over a quarter of a century of experience in opposing illegal whaling, sealing, and shark finning operations. Sea Shepherd operations have been successfully launched around the globe from intercepting poachers in the Galapagos Islands to shutting down pirate whaling operations throughout the oceans; from blockading sealing ships to rescuing dolphins in Japan; to confiscating illegal drift nets and long lines all over the world.

For more than three decades, Sea Shepherd has been at the forefront of the whale wars, defending the gentle giants. Tackling overwhelming odds with insufficient resources, winning many victories, and saving the lives of thousands of whales. The objective of Sea Shepherd’s Antarctic whale campaigns is to intervene against illegal whaling actions by the Japanese whaling fleet. In 2005-2006, Sea Shepherd harried the Japanese fleet enough to ensure they went home 83 whales short of their self-appointed quota. In 2006-2007, the Japanese whalers fell over 500 whales short of their illegal quota. Sea Shepherd enforces international conservation law by upholding the United Nations World Charter on Nature, to prevent the illegal slaughter of endangered species. Sea Shepherd is the most effective non-violent direct action group on the planet and it is on a quest to protect the greatest treasure of the seas - the great whales.
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