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NEWS from Discovery Turbo

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
GET UP to speed with the WORLD’S biggest and baddest sport motorcycling brands ON twist the throttle
Millions of people ride motorcycles and millions more fantasize about what it would be like to ride these cultural icons of speed, freedom, craftsmanship and personal rebellion. Discovery Turbo’s new series, TWIST THE THROTTLE, takes audiences on a remarkable 36,000 mile journey across the globe and into closed-door facilities to explore eight of the world’s most famous sport motorcycling brands. TWIST THE THROTTLE premieres every Tuesday at 2130 hrs (9:30 pm SIN/HK), starting November 10. Encores Thursdays at 0100 hrs (1:00 am SIN/HK), 0900 hrs (9:00 am SIN/HK) and 1700 hrs (5:00 pm SIN/HK) and Saturdays at 0400 hrs (4:00 am SIN/HK), 1200 hrs (12:00 pm SIN/HK) and 2000 hrs (8:00 pm SIN/HK).
On each episode, TWIST THE THROTTLE takes a look at one particular motorcycle brand – including Bimota, BMW, Ducati, Honda, Kawasaki, MV Agusta, Suzuki and Yamaha. From their remarkable history to the technology employed today, learn about these magnificent motorcycles through interviews with the people behind the brands’ unique design philosophies. 

Discover what it is like to ride these machines on some of the most spectacular racetracks in the world, such as Kawasaki’s Autopolis on the island of Kyushu and Honda’s top-secret proving grounds in California’s Mojave Desert. For the first time ever, outside cameras were permitted on Yamaha’s private test track, Fukoroi, Hamamatsu where TWIST THE THROTTLE put two of Yamaha’s newest sports bikes to the test. The series also travels on the open road through picturesque locales such as Northern Italy’s Futa Pass, which was originally an ancient Roman road linking Florence to Bologna.
The series also features exclusive one-on-one interviews with luminaries of the motorcycle world such as: 
· Massimo Tamburini, considered to be the “Michelangelo of Italian motorcycle design” 

· Honda’s Masanori Aoki, BMW’s David Robb and Yamaha’s Atsushi Ishiyama

· Former racing World Champions Freddie Spencer, Wayne Rainey, and Kevin Schwantz

· Current and Former American road racing stars Mat Mladin, Neil Hodgson, Miguel Duhamel, Ben Bostrom, Jamie Hacking and Reg Pridmore

· Renowned motorcycle journalists Nick Ienatsch, Mark Hoyer, Mitch Boehm, Clement Salvadori and Mark Tuttle

###
About Discovery Turbo

Discovery Turbo is a unique channel dedicated to all things motored. Offering adrenaline-fuelled entertainment for those who love the thrill of speed, Discovery Turbo will bring viewers along for the ride to experience the most exciting vehicles on earth. From cars, trucks and motorbikes to planes, trains and everything in between, Discovery Turbo will celebrate all aspects of speed by covering a range of inspirational and practical topics including the history, science and engineering of everything motored; car, boat, bike and air shows; Formula One racing; DIY; car clubs and motoring trends. For more information, visit Discovery Turbo at www.asia.discovery.com. 
About Discovery Communications
Discovery Communications (NASDAQ: DISCA, DISCB, DISCK) is the world’s number one nonfiction media company reaching more than 1.5 billion cumulative subscribers in 170 countries.  Discovery empowers people to explore their world and satisfy their curiosity through 100-plus worldwide networks, led by Discovery Channel, Animal Planet, Discovery Science and Discovery HD, as well as leading consumer and educational products and services, and a diversified portfolio of digital media services including HowStuffWorks.com. In Asia-Pacific, seven Discovery brands reach 442 million cumulative subscribers in 30 countries with programming customized in 10 languages. 

Meet the men on TWIST THE THROTTLE
	Dylan Weiss
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	How long have you been a rider?
I got my first motorcycle when I was 10, a great little Honda dirt bike, and after some time away from bikes, started riding on the street roughly 11 years ago.

What inspired you to start riding?
I have a general theory that in many ways motorcycles are an activity or hobby that requires someone else to introduce you to the sport. Most of the folks I know wouldn't have picked it up as a hobby without the help of a friend, a parent or a sibling who already happened to ride. When it comes to my motorcycle story, it's really no different.

Like many Americans, I first became conscious of motorcycles as a child. For as long as I can remember, Milt has had a bike, and while during my youth he didn't ride it that often, because he was bouncing around the world for work, it was clear to me at an early age that he derived an extreme form of personal pleasure from motorcycles. Somewhere along the line, I guess, that sensibility ingrained itself in me.

After several years of fairly constant nagging, when I turned 10, the old man surprised me with my first motorcycle – a great little Honda XR-80 dirt bike. I think it's fair to say that it wasn't my mother's favorite idea for a father-son activity at the time, but as it turns out it was the best thing that could have ever happened. That little bike forever opened my eyes to all sorts of possibilities... And to be honest, plenty of youth-induced trouble, too!

When high school rolled around, my interest in the dirt transformed into 4x4s – the world sort of dramatically changes when you're 16 and get your license. Then in college my automotive interest morphed again as I started to get really interested in sport cars. However, in the back of my mind, I kept finding myself vaguely thinking about motorcycles. Then Milt moved to L.A., which put us both in the same city again, and suddenly it seemed like a perfect time to pick riding back up – only this time on the street. And I've been riding ever since.

Do you have a favorite bike?
It's hard for me to pinpoint a specific motorcycle as my one true personal favorite; different bikes suit different purposes. In my mind, that's one of the great draws of the motorcycle landscape. Every bike offers a different feeling and experience.

Generally speaking, however, the bikes that I usually find myself drawn to share similar traits; they lean towards the sport side of the equation, they offer a visceral high-performance kick, and they by and large feel nimble to ride.

Currently I own two bikes, a Ducati 1098S and a Ducati ST3. The 1098S is a full-blown sportbike that offers hyper performance and an extreme riding experience. The ST3, on the other hand, is a sport-tourer that's great for running up the California coastline or two-up riding with a gal pal.

I would suspect that my next bike will most likely end up being one of the bikes we rode during the "Twist the Throttle" shoot. I found several of them quite intoxicating, even now I find myself lusting after the MV Agusta Brutale 910R and the Suzuki GSXR-600.

Which location was your favorite?
Three locations from the trip stand out in my mind. 
First, there was Autopolis. Kawasaki's race track on the Japanese island of Kyushu was simply awesome to experience in person. It's completely invigorating and mind-blowing -- the kind of place that really lets you challenge yourself on a bike. The "Rollercoaster" section in particular -- which is a long down-hill straightaway with a 150-meter drop that meets a hard right-hand double-apex corner -- was both utterly exciting and deathly scary.

Then there was Garmisch-Partenkirchen, in southern Germany, which while not as viscerally exciting in terms of sheer speed, was absolutely beautiful to ride through. It was the kind of place I could go back to time and again to ride. There are just so many different curvy roads to check out and any number of off-the-beaten paths to take; it's truly amazing.

Finally, there was the Futa Pass in northern Italy. With hundreds of curves, it feels like someone carved a race track into the side of the hills. And that's before the "locals" come flying by at a thousand miles per hour on a Vespa. (How the locals view the rules of riding in Italy is really worth experiencing in person. It's more then a little bit different than here in the States).

What was the biggest challenge?
Riding after lengthy travel days wasn't the easiest thing in the world. Five times we logged 10- to 12-hour (or sometimes even longer) travel days and then rode bikes on the very next morning.

What was one of your most memorable motorcycle experiences?
I've been extremely fortunate throughout my life to have a number of wonderfully memorable experiences tied directly to motorcycles. When I first started riding, I honestly had no idea exactly how instrumental these experiences would be, and in many ways I think they've formed the very basis of who I am today. I personally find something extremely compelling about the individual narrative that you create when you sling your leg over a bike, fire it up and head out into the relatively unknown. You never know what you're going to find or how it will affect you.

While riding through the Italian countryside, we stopped at this tiny little church that sat on top of a hill – I have no idea what it was called or where it was on a map. With my helmet in hand, I looked out over the vista below and suddenly felt overwhelmed by a sense of time and place. Instantly all those dull textbooks from school came to life, and I felt like I was actually stepping on the very stones that helped build our Western civilization.

Any advice for new riders?
Well, I'm a big fan of the Motorcycle Safety Foundation's basic riding course as a starting point. It's not the most fun you'll ever have on a motorcycle, but the lessons they teach will help you manage the risks of riding getting started.

I'm also a big proponent of wearing the right riding gear. I'd suggest a first-time rider go pick up a really good helmet, preferably a full-faced one, a quality leather jacket, a good set of boots and some well-fitting gloves. In my mind, having the right gear goes hand in hand with riding safely.

Once you've got a few thousand miles on the street, I'd suggest you get out on the track – not to go racing but rather to take a higher-level riding school. There are several really good programs out there these days, and all of them teach you how to become a more proficient rider, which ultimately translates into a safer rider.

Ultimately, riding a motorcycle is all about managing risk. It's a dangerous activity, but you can seriously swing the statistics in your favor by using some good old-fashioned common sense, educating yourself on how to ride better and by wearing the right gear all the time.



	Mile Weiss
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	How long have you been a rider? 
I'm what they call a "recycler." I began riding in high school 40 years ago. I stopped in my mid-20s (got busy with my career) and then got back into motorcycles when a neighbor bought a bike and brought it over to show me. It reminded me how much fun they were, so I treated myself to a motorcycle for my next birthday and have been riding ever since (about 25 years since my "birthday present" to myself). 

I believe a lot of the joy in riding is constantly working to improve your skill set. I'm a better rider now than when I first started, and over the years the bikes I've personally owned keep getting faster and more powerful. 

What inspired you to start riding? 
In high school, it just seemed like fun. I didn't have a clue what I was doing and was lucky to get through that early riding period with only one minor case of "road rash" - lost the bike trying to take a down-hill corner too fast without seeing that the road surface was covered with loose gravel. Years later, seeing and hearing my neighbor's new bike instantly reminded me how much fun motorcycles are, and my passion for them has only grown with each year that's gone by.

Do you have a favorite bike? 
Difficult question. The "in the moment" answer is whatever bike I'm riding right now. Real answer is that the best bike is the one that's designed for the kind of riding you want to do. I've got a BMW K1200RS for two-up sport touring with my wife. She loves it and the bike offers large, well-designed saddle bags so you can pack extra clothes and ride as far and long as you want. For a day ride, it's my Ducati 999. A full-blown sportbike is my real "ride of choice." They do the three things any bike should do - they accelerate, brake and corner better than any other style of motorcycle. 

Which location was your favorite? 
Every place we rode was special and different. That's one of the greatest joys of motorcycling. As long as they're great corners and decent road surfaces, I'm a happy camper. As for the need for speed, well that's why race tracks have straightaways and why the parts of the Autobahn where there's no speed limit are absolutely marvelous. It's not hard to ride really fast in a straight line, but it's a lot of fun. 

What was the biggest challenge? 
Trying not to think too much about the camera crews filming us riding. That was a new experience for me. I like to really focus on the ride itself, and I didn't want to be distracted by thinking about the cameras too much. So I adopted my own mantra - when in doubt my focus was only on the ride, and the cameras would get what they could. 

What was one of your most memorable motorcycle experiences?
There were so many it's hard to pick just one. But riding back from the track in Italy on a new MV Agusta stands out. We were following two factory riders, and they took the long, fun way back through the mountains. They know the territory and often made crazy passes around large trucks on narrow little roads. It was twilight and difficult to see, since I was riding with a tinted face shield. Made me nervous at first and then I thought, "if they can do, I can do." It was an unreal ride I will never forget.

Any advice for new riders?
First, understand that riding a motorcycle has absolutely nothing in common with riding a bicycle. You need to be taught to ride - not by a well-intentioned friend but by a professional. First-time riders should definitely take the Motorcycle Safety Foundation course, which is offered all across the country. It's supported by the industry and you don't even need to own a bike to take the course - they'll give you one for a weekend. BUT DON'T STOP LEARNING. If you continue riding, work your way up to performance riding courses on race tracks, like the Reg Pridmore C.L.A.S.S. series. What you learn will make you a much better rider. What you learn can also save your life. No hype.
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