NEWS from Animal Planet

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DAVE SALMONI WALKS INTO THE PRIDE TO SAVE MAGNIFICENT LIONS 
MARKED FOR DEATH
- Salmoni’s quest to rescue last-chance lions premieres <date> on Animal Planet -
Animal Planet's large predator expert Dave Salmoni embarks on the most transformative mission of his life – and also the most relevant one. Leaving the city life of Toronto, Salmoni heads deep into the Namibian bush to spend six months – ALONE – among a pride of lions and the diverse and often deadly wildlife in Africa. His mission is twofold – to return to his wild roots and to head INTO THE PRIDE to save a rogue pride of lions from elimination. The five-part series takes viewers along with Salmoni on a tenuous journey – accompanied by a camera crew by day and completely alone once darkness falls. INTO THE PRIDE premieres every <day> at <time>, starting <date>. Encores <date, time>.
After spending much time in the “urban jungle” as a host and executive producer, Salmoni is given the ultimate opportunity to reconnect with two of his lasting passions – the serenity and solitude of living in the wild and his love of big cats, particularly lions. Setting up camp deep within Namibia's Erindi Private Game Reserve, Salmoni spends each solitary night while African game roam through his campground. He awakes early each and every morning determined to get closer and closer to the lions he's trying to save.

INTO THE PRIDE extends far beyond Salmoni’s personal journey. As their last chance for survival, Salmoni must help a pride of “problem lions” learn to accept humans and support the growing eco-tourism in the area. These cats, transplanted from the largest national park in Namibia, are known for cattle raiding and aggression toward humans; if they don’t calm down, they will be destroyed. Salmoni’s challenge is immediate; he’ll need to get as close to the lions as possible – dangerously close. INTO THE PRIDE follows Salmoni as he heads straight into the fray to ingratiate himself among the lions and become the first human they can trust. It’s an emotional journey told through Salmoni’s compelling personal narrative as he attempts to forge a relationship with every lion, from Brutus, the dominant male, to Rough and Tumble, the youngest cubs.
INTO THE PRIDE episode descriptions: 
Episode 1: The Bush Rules
It is large predator expert Dave Salmoni’s first weeks living among rogue lions in the African bush, and his experience isn’t starting as smoothly as he’d hoped. His bush skills are rusty, and camping alone smack in the middle of lion territory is a huge adjustment from city life. Just locating Erindi Private Game Reserve’s rogue lions within the vast 170,000-acre reserve is a massive challenge. Still, Dave and his crew manage to meet the core pride and discover these lions are even more hostile than they’d expected, especially the dominant female Cleo.
Episode 2: A Tale of Two Alphas
It’s been five weeks since Dave first stepped foot within the Erindi Private Game Reserve to rehabilitate a pride of rogue lions. So far, Dave’s attempts to calm them down have been met with non-stop charging. To gain the trust of the pride, Dave decides to take on Brutus, the dominant male. It’s the ultimate risk; Brutus is king of his territory and ultimate protector of his pride. Will he allow Dave to get close? Only one thing’s for sure – Brutus calls the shots, and Dave’s success or failure will be on his terms. 

Episode 3: Queen Cleo
After spending 10 weeks living deep within the Namibian bush among a pride of rogue lions, Dave begins to wonder if he’s making any progress rehabilitating these problem lions. His old methods of training big cats are clearly not working. While he’s made a good connection with Brutus, the pride’s king, Cleo, the queen of the group, is not so easily pleased. She has an agenda of her own – to get rid of Dave. Can a new technique prove the trick in placating Cleo?
Episode 4: Breakthrough
At this point, Dave’s been living among a rogue pride of lions for more than four months, and he’s beginning to see the results of his intervention project. He’s made big strides reforming the pride’s adult lions, all except for the always hostile and dominant female, Cleo. Her protective, mothering instincts remain aggressive, and if Dave doesn’t intervene, Cleo will imprint aggressive behavior on the pride’s cubs. He takes a chance with some innovative toys. If Cleo doesn’t spoil their playtime, there’s still hope for the next generation.
Episode 5: Changing of the Guard
It’s spring time at the Erindi Private Game Reserve, and more than just the season is changing. Dave’s six-month, high-risk intervention project finally is coming to an end. In his last month, Dave discovers his friend Brutus, the dominant male, is facing old age. Who will take over the throne? Will it be Brutus’s brother, Otis? And, does Dave achieve his goal? As Dave packs up his bush camp and prepares to go home, he says a final, bittersweet goodbye to each member of the pride. 

###

About Animal Planet

Animal Planet is the world’s only brand that immerses viewers in emotional, engaging and passionate content devoted to animals – from wildlife to pets. Animal Planet connects humans and animals with rich, deep content and offers animal lovers access to entertainment, information and enrichment via multiple platforms including television, online (at discoverytv.com) and merchandising extensions. Animal Planet is available in 333 million homes worldwide. First launched outside of the United States in Europe in 1997, Animal Planet is a joint venture between Discovery Communications and BBC Worldwide in all international regions except the UK and Italy. Animal Planet launched in Asia-Pacific in 1998 and is currently distributed to more than 153 million subscribers in over 20 countries and territories in the region. For more information, visit Animal Planet at www.animalplanetasia.com.

About Discovery Communications
Discovery Communications (NASDAQ: DISCA, DISCB, DISCK) is the world’s number one nonfiction media company reaching more than 1.5 billion cumulative subscribers in more than 170 countries.  Discovery empowers people to explore their world and satisfy their curiosity through 100-plus worldwide networks, led by Discovery Channel, Animal Planet, Discovery Science and Discovery HD, as well as leading consumer and educational products and services, and a diversified portfolio of digital media services including HowStuffWorks.com. In Asia-Pacific, seven Discovery brands reach 458 million cumulative subscribers in 32 countries with programming customized in 10 languages.

Dave Salmoni
Biography

Dave Salmoni is Animal Planet’s apex predator expert and is host of a number of Animal Planet and Discovery Channel programmes including Rogue Nature, Predator vs. Prey, Into the Lion’s Den and After the Attack, all series that he hosts and produces. In Spring 2009, Salmoni brings his newest series to the small screen – Into the Pride – a five-part series that explores Salmoni’s personal journey to the African bush to explore the complex structure and relationships among a pride of lions. 

Salmoni, 33, wears many hats. He’s a zoologist, a renowned animal trainer, a television presenter and a producer with his own South Africa-based production company, Triosphere. And, Salmoni successfully has been able to marry all these titles, emphasizing one common denominator – his love for animals. Most recently, Salmoni was named one of Cosmo’s Fun and Fearless Males (2008), and one can see why he earns that title!

Born and raised in Sarnia, Ontario, Salmoni always surrounded himself with wildlife. First venturing into the Canadian bush on his own at the age of seven, the young Salmoni was no stranger to the natural world and all that lived within it. Adorning his walls with pictures of big cats and having been the proud owner of a number of domestic pets including dogs, cats and hamsters, Salmoni found his passion early. 

Salmoni embraced this passion, and his mother, a competitive figure skating coach, and father, a chemical engineer, fostered his love for the wild. Salmoni studied zoology at the Laurentian University in Sudbury, Ontario, and wrote his undergraduate thesis on tracking the hibernation of Canadian black bears. Also while in university, Salmoni was certified in Chemical Immobilization of Wildlife and worked on an elk relocation project and at a deer count station for the Ministry of Natural Resources.

In 1998, Salmoni began his apprenticeship as an animal trainer at Bowmanville Zoological Park near Toronto, one of the world’s largest humane-credited providers of highly trained animals. Salmoni focused on large cat training and has been training large cats as well as other predators since then. It was during this time that Salmoni encountered his first animal attack. Salmoni knew Bongo, an adult African lion, for many months and had worked with him closely. Nevertheless, this impressive 500+ pound cat showed his aggression and possessiveness over a bit of carpet that Salmoni was using during training, proving that wild animals are indeed wild. Salmoni, overcoming the attack and respecting the large cat, continued to train him and learned one of the most valuable lessons of his life– that the safest cat is also the most dangerous cat, and as a trainer, one must never lose focus. 

In early 2000, Salmoni was offered a life-changing opportunity to be the first to travel with two captive-bred Bengal tigers to Africa and train them how to hunt and survive in the wild. Salmoni combined his trainer and zoology techniques to achieve this conservation goal, which was documented in Discovery Channel’s Living with Tigers. Following this experience, Salmoni lived among African lions for three months in an attempt to show that lions and humans can co-exist in the same area; this journey was captured in the documentary Into the Lion’s Den, which aired on Animal Planet and Discovery Channel. 

Throughout the past several years, Salmoni has developed his career as a television presenter and a producer, forming his own production company, Triosphere, which specializes in natural history filmmaking. 

In his spare time, Salmoni likes to spend his time at his family’s cottage in Ontario, which is surrounded by an abundance of wildlife. He’s an avid outdoorsman, enjoys sports and loves to build things. Outside of his native Canada, Salmoni enjoys Yellowstone National Park and South Africa, where he has lived for five consecutive years and since then, he continues to visit three months out of the year.
###

lions

cast of characters

Brutus

Gender - male

Age – approximately 13 years old 

Position – alpha male – boss of the pride 

Personality – confident male; very curious; when he’s upset he means business; spends most of his time protecting his territory 

Distinguishing Features - very scarred body; dark fringe to lower mane; scar under left eye 

Relationship to Dave – buddies with Dave

Otis

Gender - male

Age – approximately 13 years old 

Position – Brutus’ brother; second in command of the pride

Personality – somewhat shy and a bit nervous; likes to be situated around the pride; watcher of outsiders; likes to stay informed

Distinguishing Features - growth on right lip; dark fringe to base of mane; black saddle; no scars on body; scars under both eyes 

Relationship to Dave – shy and wary

Cleo

Gender - female

Age – approximately 13 years old 

Position – alpha female – true boss of the pride; mother to cubs Rough (male) and Tumble (female) 

Personality – extremely aggressive; large in size; very protective; not one to trust easily; usually seen with Winnie 

Distinguishing Features - very worn teeth; end of tail is missing 

Relationship to Dave – hates Dave; has charged him numerous times

Winnie

Gender - female

Age – approximately four years old 

Position – second in line to Cleo; mother of cubs Shizzle (female) and Manizzle (male) 

Personality – does whatever Cleo wants; somewhat playful 

Distinguishing Features – very blonde; scar on back near base of tail 

Relationship to Dave – curious of Dave

Fitty

Gender - female

Age – approximately eight years old 

Position – outsider; doesn’t hang out with the pride; mother of female cubs Peaches, Precious and Petal 

Personality – super aggressive; very protective of her cubs and territory

Distinguishing Features - very big and strong (close to Cleo’s size); heavy belly; tattoos on both shoulders 

Relationship to Dave – aggressive but somewhat kindhearted 

Otjiwa

Gender - female

Age – approximately three years old 

Position – outlier; Fitty’s daughter

Personality – like a cub, she is playful but shy

Distinguishing Features – Her name means “beautiful” so she has no distinguishing flaws.

Relationship to Dave – curious of Dave; Otjiwa was the first to stay with Dave at camp overnight, and she watched him make coffee.

Yoda

Gender - female

Age – approximately three years old 

Position – buddies with Otjiwa

Personality – nervous; more timid than Otjiwa

Distinguishing Features – big ears, hence her name; wears a collar (she was lactating at the time it was affixed).

Relationship to Dave – nervous around Dave 

###

Erindi Fact Sheet
ERINDI PRIVATE GAME RESERVE BACKGROUNDER

ABOUT ERINDI
Meaning: 

Erindi means “Place of Water” in Herero – a local tribe of people. 

Size: 

The area of Erindi spans nearly 175,500 miles. 

Location: 

Erindi is located 25 miles east of the nearest town of Omaruru, which is located between the Erongo Mountain Nature Conservancy and the Omataku Mountains. 

Landscapes:

The diverse landscapes of Erindi range from mountains to savannah to open grasslands.

Climate: 

Summer temperatures at Erindi range from the 60s to about 110 degrees. In the winter, temperatures vary between 32 degrees at night and 82 degrees during the day.

Animals:

The reserve is a safe haven for various endangered and rare animal species such as the black rhinoceros, wild dog and brown hyena. There’s a diverse and plentiful variety of African wildlife including big cats (lions, leopards, cheetahs, serval), white rhinos, elephants, crocodiles, antelope, wildebeest, hippos, more than 300 birds (ostriches, guinea fowl, vultures), baboons, warthogs, foxes, jackals, kudu, elands, zebras, mongoose, rodents, bats and more.

Ecosystem: 

There’s a balanced ecological system at Erindi among vegetation, herbivores and carnivores. This balance and diversity of wildlife and plant life account for sustainable land, which benefits the area greatly. 

Conservation Efforts: 

Erindi has implemented several eco-friendly projects that include locally harvested vegetables and intensive recycling. The restoration of local wildlife in the area has been successful and important to the ecosystem. Creatures that were once targeted for death now have a safe haven garnering them full protection. Highly endangered species have been transferred. Among the protected animals, lions were once targeted as problematic due to cattle raiding and aggression toward humans. Now, Erindi serves as a haven for them as well with the help of zoologist and large predator expert Dave Salmoni and his TV project, INTO THE PRIDE. 
ABOUT NAMIBIA

Location: 

Namibia is located in Southwest Africa and spans more than 320,000 square miles – about the size of Texas. Namibia is bordered by Angola in the north; Botswana in the east; South Africa in the south and southeast; and Zambia in the northeast. Windhoek is its capitol. 

About the Country: 

Namibia is a stable and peaceful country and enjoys considerable prosperity from mining, fishing, tourism and agricultural industries. Like Erindi, the entire country is filled with contrasting landscapes and is known for its clean air, arid climate, fresh water and conservation areas. Namibia boasts about two million residents. 

ABOUT AFRICAN LIONS 

The Pride at Erindi:

Sixteen lions were transferred from Etosha (largest national park in Namibia) to Erindi in an attempt to save them from being destroyed. The dominant male is Brutus; the dominant female is Cleo. (All the lions were named by Dave Salmoni for the Into the Pride TV series.) 

Quick Facts about Lions:

· Lions are the only cats to live socially in groups called prides. 

· A pride averages from five to 30 lions. 

· Cubs have a high mortality rate – about 80 percent of them die before age two. 

· Females run the show – they are the hunters and caregivers to the cubs. 

· Males protect the pride. 

· The coloring of lions is perfect for where they reside where there’s long grass of the same color for blending. 

· Diet includes a variety of animals, such as zebras, wildebeests, antelopes, cape buffalos and other prey.

###

Q&A with Dave Salmoni

Q: What put INTO THE PRIDE in motion?

A: It was really a combination of a lot of things. First, there were problems with the lions, and I had the skills to pitch in to help. Also, my career in TV gives me the resources and opportunity to do something relevant – to save these lions from elimination. At the same time, I wondered if I could still strip myself from city life and live six months alone in the bush after working on the TV side of things for so long. 

Q: What was the situation with the lions at Erindi Private Game Reserve?

A: These lions were a rogue pride – each one marked for destruction at Etosha (a national game reserve in Namibia). Their new owner brought them to Erindi Private Game Reserve to give them one last chance. The core group of lions in the show already existed as a small group before they came to Erindi.

Q: How did you get into contact with the Erindi Private Game Reserve in the first place?

A: I have had experience teaching people how to interact with rogue lions before while filming for a previous series ROGUE NATURE at Kruger National Park in South Africa. That put me in touch with the people who oversee Erindi, and from there, the process began.

Q: What made this situation different from what you did for INTO THE LION’S DEN, which was produced in 2005? 

A: The biggest difference was that those lions were calm; they did not have negative interactions with humans – the lions in INTO THE PRIDE did. They were aggressive toward humans and cattle raiding. In a way, these lions at Erindi really chose me. With them, I couldn’t use some of the techniques I used in the past. It presented a brand-new opportunity for me with life-saving results for them. 

Q: What is it about lions that make them unique and receptive to the strategy you chose? 

A: Lions are apex predators; that means they’re not going to run away from you. If anything, they’re going to run at you. It’s not like dealing with birds or prey animals that are going to flee. Lions don’t want to run, and this makes my mission and strategy challenging and dangerous.

Q: What differentiates lions from other apex predators and big cats you’ve dealt with before? 

A: I’ve drawn incredible experience from all the apex predators I’ve come in contact with. Lions are the only wild cats that live in a pride, which makes dealing with them more difficult because you’re interacting with multiple cats. I’ve worked with lions plenty of times before but never in a dangerous situation like this where I’m trying to save them from elimination. You always have to be ready to learn on the fly.

Q: What did you do to prepare for the trip? 

A: As part owner of a production company (Triosphere), I’ve become very good at getting ready for this journey - getting food; setting up transportation; and figuring out crew and lodging. My team and I know Africa really well, but it still takes a lot of preparation. I love working with lions as long as I feel confident that I’m putting safety first. Therefore, I prepared physically to the point where I felt like I could stop a lion from killing me. When we were within three months of filming, I tried to remove myself from the rest of the world. I knew I had to be mentally ready to be alone among lions for six months. When I got there, I thought I knew how to fully prepare, but of course, some strategies were a leap of faith. 

Q: How far from civilization were you? Why did you pick that location specifically? 

A: I was about 10 kilometers from the lodge where the crew was staying. I got a quad after about a month which helped with getting around, but I never went to the lodge the entire six months we were filming. I was probably three hours from any major city. It was the dry season, so I picked a spot near a watering hole in the heart of the cats’ territory because I knew they would be there all the time. They come through especially at night. The boys would come through roaring and waking me every third night. Sometimes the girls slept near my campsite. 

Q: How did you come up with the names for each of the lions? Did you develop particular relationships with any of the lions? 

A: I developed relationships with all the lions, but they defined their relationships with me. I always have names with animals I work with, whether it’s just “Hey boy!” or “Sweetie.” Usually, I choose a name based on some characteristic of the animal; it’s a very organic process - just whatever pops into my head. It helps me identify them, but it’s also for safety. If I’m out with the crew and I need to point one out, it’s important to be able to distinguish one from another. Brutus, the big dominant male, and I were buddies – at least when he was alone. With the group, he was the most dangerous, but alone, I could sit just feet away from him and hang out. Cleo, the dominant female, hated me the whole time, but we came to some sort of understanding by the end. 

Q: Were you in close contact with other animals? Did they get used to you being there? 

A: I had a couple of crocs living in the watering hole, which I named Smiles and Blur. I also lived near rhinos and giraffes. I was surrounded by a little bit of everything, and at first the animals seemed to freak out. They’d get a drink of water, come into my camp, and just not know what to do with themselves. Over time, they got used to me. I almost became part of the scenery. 

Q: What has it been like coming back to society and urban life? 

A: Getting back is always odd, but I’ve gone in and out of the bush so many times that I’m pretty used to it. I’ve been through the “shock” of coming back. It helps that my family accepts the fact I’m sort of “crazy” for a while and that I need to lay low. After my return, I went to Mexico with friends for a relaxing time, but even then, it felt strange being so close to civilization. I just had to ease into normal life again, so after three to four weeks, I finally felt used to normal life again.

Q: Anything that you miss from the bush? What did you miss the most while there? 

A: I really missed the obvious things that come with being outdoors like the camp fires, the sunrises and the sunsets. It’s an amazing lifestyle, but while out there, I missed things like running water, toilets and proper friends!
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