NEWS from Discovery Channel

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DISCOVERY CHANNEL TAKES A LOOK AT HOW BRUCE LEE CHANGED THE WORLD IN A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO THE MARTIAL ARTS LEGEND
In his short but eventful life, Bruce Lee managed to secure a permanent place in Hollywood history, popular culture, and the hearts of martial arts fans everywhere. He introduced ancient martial arts to the modern world with a style that he developed called Jeet Kune Do, and with just five mainstream films under his belt subsequently went on to influence popular culture all over the world. But few really knew the man behind the lightning-fast moves. This <month>, Discovery Channel's HOW BRUCE LEE CHANGED THE WORLD reveals the dedicated career of this iconic movie star and unparalleled martial artist. Take a cinematic journey through the life of the legend in HOW BRUCE LEE CHANGED THE WORLD, premiering <day, date> at <time>. Encores on <day, time>.

Before the 1970s, Western perception of the orient was Chairman Mao, communism and cheap consumer products. Chinese culture was as remote as any could be, impossibly exotic and seemingly impenetrable. Then came Bruce Lee - the very first Asian superstar. Bruce Lee was a martial arts extraordinaire. His incredible skill and understanding of Chinese martial arts landed him many movie roles in Hollywood and as one of the first Asians to break into the international movie scene he fought against Asian stereotypes and prejudice within the industry. Though he completed a mere handful of movies before his early death in 1973, Bruce Lee's explosion onto the movie scene was the catalyst for the global acceptance of all things Asian. Between 1972-1975, the number of students taking up martial arts surged at an unprecedented rate to what many now refer to as the Bruce Lee era. Some of his famous students included basketball star Kareem Abdul Jabbar, actor Chuck Norris, and martial artist Daniel Inosanto. 

Discover HOW BRUCE LEE CHANGED THE WORLD in this special, chronicling his birth to his life in life San Francisco to his meteoric rise as a movie star and the mysteries surrounding his death just a month before the opening of his only U.S. film, Enter the Dragon. Featuring rare footage of interviews and home movies, hear from those he influenced including Jackie Chan, John Woo, comedian Eddie Griffin, hip-hop artists LL Cool J and RZA, Marvel Comics’ Stan Lee and famed Hong Kong film producer, Raymond Chow among many others.   
###
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Born “Lee Jun Fan” on November 27, 1940, in San Francisco, California, Lee’s mother called him “Bruce,” which means “strong one” in Gaelic. In 1941, the Lees moved back to Hong Kong, where Bruce appeared in roughly 20 films as a child actor. Bruce began studying kung-fu to sharpen his fighting skills; and in 1959, after he got into trouble with the police for fighting, his mother sent him back to the U.S. to live with family friends.

After college, Bruce got a job teaching the Wing Chun style of martial arts that he had learnt in Hong Kong. In 1964, Lee met Linda Emery and opened his own martial arts school in Seattle. Bruce and Linda soon moved to California, where he opened two more schools in Los Angeles and Oakland. 

Bruce gained a measure of celebrity with his role in the television series, The Green Hornet, where he displayed his acrobatic and theatrical fighting style as the Hornet’s loyal sidekick, Kato. Confronted with the prevalence of stereotypes regarding actors of Asian heritage, Bruce left Los Angeles for Hong Kong in 1971, with his wife and two children.
Fists of Fury was released in late 1971, featuring Bruce as a vengeful fighter chasing the villains who had killed his kung-fu master. Combining his smooth Jeet Kune Do athleticism with high-energy theatrics, Bruce was the charismatic center of the film, which set new box office records in Hong Kong - those records were broken by his next film, The Chinese Connection in 1972. 
By the end of 1972, Bruce was a major movie star in Asia. He had founded his own production company, Concord Pictures, and had released his first directorial feature, Way of the Dragon. Though he had not yet gained stardom in America, he was poised on the brink with his second directorial feature and first major Hollywood project, Enter the Dragon.

On July 20, 1973, just one month before the premiere of Enter the Dragon, Bruce died in Hong Kong at the age of 32. The official cause of his sudden and utterly unexpected death was a brain edema caused by a strange reaction to a prescription painkiller he was reportedly taking for a back injury. 
With the posthumous release of Enter the Dragon, Bruce’s status as a film icon was confirmed. The film went on to gross a total of over US$200 million, and Bruce’s legacy created a whole new breed of action hero - a mold filled with varying degrees of success by such actors as Chuck Norris, Jean-Claude Van Damme, Steven Seagal and Jackie Chan.
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