NEWS from Animal Planet

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Host Brandon McMillan Creeps and Crawls His Way INTO the NIGHT

IN SEARCH OF THE World’s Most Elusive Nocturnal Animals
​- Brand new series premieres on Animal Planet this <month -
It's a moonless night in the desert. You're alone and so far from civilization that the Milky Way seems within reach. A barn owl screeches; a musky scent fills the air. Suddenly there's a rustle behind you. Is it a jackrabbit – or is it the only clue that a mountain lion is ready to pounce? In the distance, a coyote howls, and the panic starts to set in… Animal Planet’s new series NIGHT, is a shocking and sometimes terrifying journey into the depths of night's darkness – and an up-close look at the creatures that lurk there. From sunset to sunrise, follow animal expert and host Brandon McMillan, on a global search for answers: What does it mean to be nocturnal? Where do nocturnal creatures exist? And are they really as scary as we think? NIGHT
premieres every <day> at <time>, starting <date>. Encores <day, time>.
Since the dawn of time, man has feared what happens when the lights go out. From the shivers down our spines when coyotes howl to the involuntary jumps when snakes hiss and the uncontrollable urge to run when confronted with a pair of gleaming eyes, nighttime is about the unknown, and it scares some of us to death. Tapping into these primal fears, NIGHT takes viewers into the darkness to experience the wonder and terror of nocturnal nature and all its animal activities. 
Host Brandon McMillan is an animal trainer and behaviourist who has spent the better part of his 31 years learning about and working with all types of animals – from household pets to the wildest of untamed beasts. On each episode of NIGHT, Brandon goes on a global quest through jungles, forests and savannahs to capture rarely seen animal behaviours at night. At each location, Brandon works with local animal experts to help him track down and study animals that thrive after dark. Drawing from his years of experience training animals, coupled with the adrenaline of youth and adventure, Brandon faces every situation head on as he swims with sharks, comes face to face with a pride of hungry lions and is cornered by a protective hippo – all with the added intensity of utter darkness. 

“I think it’s in our nature to be afraid of the dark,” says Brandon. “When we’re kids, we’re taught that monsters such as werewolves and vampires come out at night, but this show examines the real nocturnal animals – and sometimes they’re just as frightening.”

Although humans lack the keen senses that allow animals to be active and productive at night, fortunately, science can make up for what nature forgot. Brandon utilizes several technologies that are vital to the success of his nighttime excursions. Night vision, thermal imagery, parabolic microphones, infrared beacons and other custom-designed devices help him navigate the pitch-black habitats, uncovering animals that could never be seen in the dark with the naked eye.
From giant Humboldt squid cannibalizing each other to the evasive nature of the Amazon’s most poisonous snake and the nighttime blood baths of the mythological vampire bat, grab those night vision goggles and come along on a journey with Brandon to find out what comes alive when the sun goes down.

###
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NIGHT
EPISODE DESCRIPTIONS
Panther

Brandon journeys into the twisted labyrinth of the Florida Everglades on a quest to find the Florida panther, a creature so elusive it has never been filmed at night. With the help of Everglades expert Larry Richardson, Brandon looks for tracks and markings left by the panther, but to no avail. In one last desperate attempt to see the Florida panther, Brandon sets up his wildlife eye and miraculously captures the feline's graceful form on camera.

Crocs and Gators

Brandon sets off into the Florida Everglades to find one of the world's most important predators, the American crocodile. Croc expert Joe Wasilewski takes Brandon out on an airboat where they capture a juvenile crocodile. They make landfall and cut through the trees in search of a crocodile nest. Finding one, the two dig into it, unearthing the incubating eggs so that Joe can take data. Joe takes his leave and Brandon canoes off through the mangrove forest where a crocodile attacks his boat, and he and his crew barely escape with their lives.

Red Wolves

Brandon ventures into North Carolina's outer banks, the only place in the world to see the mysterious red wolf in the wild. Wildlife biologist Michael Morse, who oversees the red wolf programme, teaches Brandon to howl while the two search for red wolves on the hunt. When a pack of red wolves finally answers Brandon's call, he and his cameraman venture out into the forest and witness the rare sight of wolves at a fresh kill.

Bats

Brandon travels to the remote jungles of Peru to find vampire bats. Following his guide and bat expert Beto Orozco, Brandon tries his luck at a clay lick where large mammals, the favorite prey of vampire bats, are known to congregate. Finding many bats and animals, but no vampires, Brandon and Beto set off to a remote farm where cattle are kept. After an exhaustive wait, their patience is rewarded as they capture a vampire bat in their net and examine its unique nocturnal traits.

Caiman

The rivers of the Peruvian jungle play host to Brandon and his crew as they search for the elusive black caiman, one of the area's largest and most aggressive predators. After examining some of the area's other interesting nocturnal wildlife, Brandon and his caiman expert build a raft and head downriver in search of their goal. Finally, Brandon spots a black caiman from the boat and manages to get his hands on these mysterious prehistoric creatures.
Fer-de-Lance

Brandon heads deep into the Amazon jungle at night in search of one of the deadliest snakes in the world, the fer-de-lance. With the help of an expert herpetologist, we learn about the snake's nocturnal habits and specialised senses as Brandon treks through the forbidding terrain. Along the way, he examines a blunt-headed tree snake, a false fer-de-lance, and the mussarana, a snake that eats other snakes. Finally, after a grueling search, Brandon comes face to face with the fer-de-lance.

Night Monkeys

In the deep jungle of Peru, Brandon meets up with night monkey expert Ricardo Sanchez to try and find the rare creatures. Ricardo leads Brandon to a treetop platform where he may have a decent chance of seeing night monkeys. When no monkeys appear, Brandon and crew board a boat to go upriver to a plantation where night monkeys are known to congregate. Finally, in the high canopy, Brandon finds the night monkeys using his thermal cam.

Coyote

Brandon arrives in the Sonoran desert and meets his guide, John Gunn. John takes Brandon to a dry creek bed called Cave Creek. There he leaves Brandon who explores the creek and encounters all manner of desert creatures. Finally, Brandon comes across coyote tracks in the mud and knows he's on the right track. Setting up a vantage point high above the creek, Brandon waits until the dead of night when a coyote quietly picks his way through the brush and the crew captures it on film.

Squid

Brandon McMillan meets up with squid expert Scott Cassell to night dive with the dangerous Humboldt squid. On their first dive, Brandon and Scott capture a large Humboldt but Brandon must retreat to the surface when he runs out of air. The next night finds Brandon and Scott underneath a fleet of fishing boats which chum the water for squid. They are soon caught in a Humboldt squid feeding frenzy. The ferocious animals attack their cameraman, but everyone makes it back to the boat safely.

Shark

Brandon boards a dive boat and heads out to the Bermuda Triangle, whose mysterious waters play host to a wide variety of deadly sharks. On the way to Tiger Beach, an area known for its tiger and lemon sharks, Eli and Brandon dive with spotted dolphins and have an unfortunate run-in with a sea wasp. After a risky night cage dive, Brandon and Eli get into the water and dive amongst a feeding frenzy of vicious lemon sharks.

Hippo

Brandon seeks to delve deeper into the aggressive nighttime activities of an animal most consider harmless: the hippo. Along with a guide, Brandon comes to realize the hippo is one of the most dangerous animals in Kenya as he tracks them to a nearby river. Upon arriving at the hippo pod's location, Brandon sees a calf wandering on its own. Unfortunately, his vehicle is between the calf and the protective mother. After a tense standoff, the hippo mother and calf retreat into the water to join the others.

Lions

Brandon ventures out at night in Kenya to witness a lion pride on the hunt. With the help of a Masai guide, the search leads to a male lion on the fringes of its territory, calling out to the nearby pride. The thermal camera reveals elephants and giraffes as Brandon closes in and finally reaches a pride of lions devouring a fresh kill. The tables are soon turned, however, when the crew's vehicle gets stuck in the mud. As hungry predators circle the crew, the truck is towed out of the mud and Brandon retreats to safety, having witnessed the mighty lion on its nocturnal hunt.

Leopard

Brandon sets out into the Kenyan veldt at night to witness one of nature's rarest sights: a leopard protecting its kill. With the aide of a native guide, he soon finds the eviscerated remains of a zebra suspended from tree branches. Confident that leopards are in the area, Brandon identifies some tracks at a nearby salt lick and continues on past a troop of irritated baboons to find a freshly killed impala hanging from an acacia tree. A herd of aggressive cape buffalo are scared away as the leopard arrives and Brandon watches the mighty cat devour its kill in the safety of the tree.
Migration

Brandon comes to Africa to witness the Great Migration and how the wildebeest herds survive at night. Moses Ole Siulelle is Brandon's guide and he takes Brandon out into the savannah to find the wildebeest herd. They soon come across a pack of hyenas surrounding a large herd of wildebeest and witness as the herd protects a young member from being eaten.
Hyenas

Brandon journeys across the Kenyan savannah on a quest to find hyenas. Kate Shaw, his guide and expert, shows him the location of a hyena den. Before they can inspect it, they are surrounded by hyenas and forced to leave. After setting up a parabolic microphone, they pinpoint the exact location of a pack of hyenas and set off after them. They quickly come across hyenas giving chase to a herd of wildebeest. It isn't long before the animals separate a young wildebeest from the herd and devour it.

Rhinos

Brandon is in Africa to find the endangered black rhino. His guide is Felix Patten, a rhino expert. They travel out into the savannah and come across a herd of cape buffalo as well as a white rhino. While not as rare as the black, white rhinos are still endangered so seeing one is a treat. Finally, on his last night, Brandon finds a lone black rhino and attempts to sneak up on it. Brandon barely manages to escape the horns of the angry beast and admits to having a new found respect for the temperamental animal.

Buffalo

Hoping to witness the defensive behaviour of a buffalo herd, Brandon heads out into the sweeping savannahs of Kenya. Buffalo expert and safari guide Andrew Nightingale leads him on their quest as they search the plains for signs of a herd. After finally locating a group of grazing buffalos, Brandon observes their behaviour and finally manages to see them fend of a predator in the dark of night.
Giraffe

The majestic giraffe's nighttime habits are seldom witnessed, and Brandon sets out to locate these giants and observe how they manage to stay alive in a night that swarms with dangerous predators. A native guide and some advanced technology aide him in locating a herd, and we soon see two male giraffes sparring for herd dominance. A nearby lion looks like he may be moving in to try to steal a giraffe calve from the herd, and a chase ensues as the giraffes speed away from their hunters with Brandon close behind.

Elephants

Brandon ventures out into the Kenyan veldt to investigate the behaviour of African elephants after dark, when predators abound and calves must be protected at all costs. Along the way, Brandon and his guide come upon a rare pack of African wild dogs, one of the night's more elusive animals. After witnessing a group of single male elephants, the two finally come upon a large herd and witness mother-calf interaction before being warned away by aggressive elephants.
Puff Adder

Brandon arrives at the lab of Royjan Taylor, a herpetologist in Kenya, researching and obtaining anti-venom from puff adders. Brandon wants to help in his research so the two set off to Jimba cave where puff adders are known to live. There, they find bats and a python, but no puff adders. They hike off to the Gede Ruins and encounter a puff adder on its outskirts. The two carefully take the snake back to the lab where they milk it for its venom, which will be turned into anti-venom to possibly save lives.
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Born into a family of animal entertainers, Brandon has been training wild animals since the age of four. Thanks to his father, who gave him a shovel on his fourth birthday to help clean the animal pens, Brandon developed an attachment to animals at an early age. He jokes that he’s been “picking up tiger poop” as far back as he can remember, but his early years around the animal performers certainly gave him valuable skills that he uses in his current career as a Los Angeles-based animal trainer.

Since becoming an animal trainer, Brandon has trained lions, bears, tigers, reptiles and even insects for such films as The Jungle Book II, I Am Sam, Soul Plane, Red Dragon and television’s 24, Jackass and Carnivale. Even with no formal training, Brandon has built such expertise with animals that he now teaches others how to train wild animals, priding himself on his blue-collar educational background.

“My school was the school of hard knocks,” he says. “All my educational background is from 100% experience in the field – no books, no classrooms.” When asked if he feels he’s garnered a sixth sense because of all his interactive animal experience, Brandon replies with an emphatic, “No!” He doesn’t see it that way. “I don’t have any special powers, just cut-and-dry experience. Having a sixth sense won’t save my life if an animal is coming at me, but experience will.”

In his spare time, Brandon brings his vast animal knowledge to the domestic world when he trains dogs at his prestigious canine obedience school, The K9 Mind. However, as much as Brandon loves man’s best friend, his wild side and the need for an adrenaline rush always beckon him back to the wild beasts. “I just need the hairs on the back of my neck to stand up at least once a day,” he admits. “It lets me know that I am alive and living, not just alive. There’s a big difference.”
###
Top 10 Animals After Dark
#1 When Night Monkeys Forage
Night monkeys, also known as owl monkeys, are distinct among New World monkeys as they're the only ones that are nocturnal in nature. As the sole monkeys awake throughout the evening, they have the run of the jungle and set off each night shortly after sunset. 
They forage in social groups, and although they're primarily frugivores (fruit eaters), they also snack on insects like moths, beetles, and spiders, as well as leaves, nectar and flowers. After feeding for a few hours, troops of night monkeys usually pause for a rest before resuming their trek. 
The path they follow is at least partially determined by the availability of moonlight - on bright nights they travel more extensively and on dark nights they're more likely to take shorter routes or those they've had success with before. They become most active as dawn approaches, then settle down to sleep just as the sun is rising.
#2 When Coyotes Call
Coyotes are cunning animals and exceptional hunters; their powerful senses and indiscriminate appetites mean pretty much anything can be on the menu - rabbits, deer, rodents, fish, frogs, insects, and cattle, as well as grasses, fruit and vegetation.

As nocturnal and opportunistic scavengers, coyotes hunt both in packs and alone. They can run up to 40 miles per hour, climb over high fences, and take down prey much larger than themselves. Coyotes often stalk their prey for many minutes before going in for the kill. They're also known to be very vocal animals - howling and yelping, barking and huffing - in a variety of different circumstances.

#3 When Bats Take Wing

Not only are vampire bats members of the only group of mammals that can fly, they also have the further peculiarity of being the only mammals that feed on blood alone.

Vampire bats love to feast on larger mammals like horses, cattle, pigs and even humans from time to time. The hunt begins in the evening, when the vampire bats leave their roosts and take flight in search of potential targets. Once they've locked on to their prey using heat sensors and echolocation, they wing to the ground and approach on foot. After a small, typically imperceptible chomp, the bats begin to lap up the fresh blood flowing from their sleeping victims. An anticoagulant in their saliva means they can continue to feed for up to 30 minutes.
#4 When Lions Leap

Lions have impressive eyesight, and they make full use of this and other abilities during the night, overwhelming their prey beneath pitch-black skies. Male lions can often be found on the borders of their territories, roaring and leaving other signs that signal competitors to keep out. It's an impressive roar, too, one that can be heard for many miles.

While this is going on, the females of the pride are often hunting in the darkness, stalking anything from antelopes to zebras and once they drag down a kill, the pride members gorge themselves as much as their status allows.

#5 When Red Wolves Roam

Considered extinct in the wild from 1980 to 1987, red wolves were bred in captivity for a number of years, then reintroduced. Since then they have slowly started a tentative recovery, although their numbers remain small.

Red wolves are terrific hunters, having heightened senses that put those of humans to shame. Their senses of smell, sight and hearing are vastly beyond what we are able to detect. During the hours of darkness, red wolves are active. Ghostly predators, they stalk silently across the land, except when they're letting out the occasional howl - a behaviour that is thought to be a means of communicating and bonding.

Sometimes hunting together, sometimes individually, red wolves can go a week without eating but hunt nightly and are typically successful a couple times a week.

#6 When Elephants Eat Out

African elephants rest during the heat of the day, but at night they're all business; it takes a ton of food to feed a herd of hungry elephants. In the darkness they use their trunks to sniff out vegetation - grasses, leaves, roots, bark and fruit - and leave a wide swath of destruction in their wake. Foraging is a full-time job; sometimes they even shove down enormous trees in order to obtain all of its nutrients.

While active in the evenings, elephants' padded feet help conceal the sounds of their movements from predators. Like the hippos, you don't want to make an elephant mom angry. They fiercely defend their young from potential predators, and there are lots of those on the prowl in the middle of the savannah night. First spreading their huge ears to look larger and more imposing, elephant cows can decide to charge, using their tusks in ways it's best not to contemplate.

#7 When Giraffes Get Going

During the day, giraffes have excellent eyesight and a great view of their surroundings. When darkness falls, they lose some of this edge since their night vision isn't top notch. Danger can start to close in on every side; lions, leopards and crocodiles are among the many species looking to feast on a side of giraffe - especially the calves.

During the night, herds of giraffes will often post a spindly-legged sentry to act as lookout; however, instead of their vision they rely more strongly on their hearing - as well as their ability to bolt at speeds of 30-40 miles per hour if a situation goes sour.

Giraffes also have a powerful kick that can be used to defend against an attack if they have no other option. They stay alert for record amounts of time; giraffes need less than two hours of sleep a day, and that usually isn't even consecutive.

#8 When Fer-de-lance Strike

The fer-de-lance is a species of snake known for the deadliness of its venom, not to mention the disfiguring scars their survivors often sport. Although not the largest of snakes, fer-de-lance aren't a predator you'd care to come across on a midnight stroll.

Part of a group of snakes known as pit vipers, fer-de-lance have two small pit-shaped sensory organs located between their eyes and nostrils that can sense temperature with amazing precision, allowing them to hunt with dead-on accuracy during even the darkest nights. Killer night vision and great camouflage make the fer-de-lance a force to be reckoned with.
Fer-de-lance bites are extraordinarily painful and can be fatal. The venom starts to work almost instantaneously; it ravages the victim's circulatory system, rots away the flesh, and causes acute internal swelling so severe that sometimes the skin needs to be completely cut away to ease the pressure.

#9 When Hippos Hunger

Hippos are massive animals that spend their days lolling in the rivers of Africa until the scorching sun sets and they emerge to feed. As night falls, they clamber up out of the water, carving deep ruts in the riverbank. Despite the fact that they might range quite far in search of food, get between a hippo and its home - or even worse, between a cow and its young - and you're asking for trouble. Fiercely protective mothers, a whole school of hippos will provide backup if a baby is threatened.  
Hippo calves might be large by our standards - they can weigh in at nearly 100 pounds at birth - but in the dangerous nocturnal world of sub-Saharan Africa they’re particularly vulnerable to predators.

#10 When Humboldt Squid Squirm

Humboldt squid (jumbo squid) sink to watery depths during the day, but at night they rise to the surface for a feeding frenzy - and that's not a show to be missed. These marine mammoths are powerful scavengers, with incredible low-light vision and an interesting ability to alter their appearance through bioluminescence. They can change colour rapidly from deep red to pearly white, and although researchers are unsure exactly what these chromatic alterations mean, they do provide these jumbo cephalopods with a measure of camouflage, both from predators and prey alike.

Humboldt squid have been known to attack humans, especially if provoked by the excitement of a three-course meal created from the discards of nightly fishing expeditions. Opportunistic and cannibalistic, nothing is off-limits for a famished Humboldt squid.
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