NEWS from Discovery Channel

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
THE FEARLESS CAPTAINS AND THEIR CREWS ARE BACK TO REEL IN ANOTHER SEASON OF DEADLIEST CATCH 
The Bering Sea's toughest crews return for an all-new season of Alaskan king crab fishing. The sixth season of DEADLIEST CATCH will take viewers through some of the roughest situations the captains and crews have ever had to face on the high seas. From treacherous weather conditions to crew conflict over a tragedy, don’t miss the action on the latest season of Discovery Channel’s award-winning DEADLIEST CATCH. Premiering every <day> at <time>, starting <date>. Encores on <day, time>.
The ultimate tough guys of television - Captains Sig Hansen (Northwestern), Johnathan and Andy Hillstrand (Time Bandit), Keith Colburn (Wizard) and Phil Harris (Cornelia Marie) - return to the Bering Sea for another season of DEADLIEST CATCH. Also in the race this season is Captain “Wild” Bill Wichrowski (Kodiak), who is no stranger to the business. Fishing for crab, with a US$100 million dollar prize haul on the line, this season promises adventure, drama and challenges that will rock each boat to its core. From monstrous waves to over-the-top tension, these captains will realise that the most violent storms come from within.

The Bering Sea brotherhood faces a fracture in dynamics as Captain Sig pits his skills against his old rivals, Captain Phil, the Hillstrand brothers and Captain Keith. Old allies become mortal enemies when crab fishing turns personal. While some skippers rage against each other, another skipper fights a lone battle to stay alive. Two young deckhands are traded as an experiment in "attitude adjustment" conducted by their maniacal captains. Before the season is through, though, a terrible tragedy will alter two young lives forever.

DEADLIEST CATCH episode descriptions: 
Slow Burn

The 2009 king crab season begins with tensions at an all time high. One deckhand threatens to quit, while another sets his premature sights on the wheelhouse. When the captains gather for their annual meeting, a line is crossed. Highlights include sibling rivalry on the Cornelia Marie, crew poaching, the arrival of a new boat and confrontation at the season-opening Burn Barrel. 
Breaking 'em In

It is week two of king crab season and a storm looms as the fleet hauls their first crab. One greenhorn cramps up after just a few pots, while two junior deckhands are tested on unfamiliar boats, but it is the veteran deckhands that really try the skippers' patience. The Time Bandit gambles on lightning striking twice while Captain Sig gets a whiff of mutiny. 

Sea Tested
It is the third week of the hunting crab season, and Captain Phil and Captain Sig's experiment in trading junior deckhands comes to a close. The young crew members are tested by big waves and cruel pranks until the end. Meanwhile, conflict between skippers and deckhands continues to rage unchecked. The new guys get the full treatment, Captain Bill and the Kodiak fight the "new boat" doldrums, and a storm hits the Wizard but it is not Mother Nature who is behind it. 

Bering Sea Swim Club

Captain Sig and Captain Phil liaison to reclaim their junior deckhands with a high seas transfer. But when the young crew members submerge themselves in the bitter, treacherous tides - the plan quickly spins out of control. Find out why no one thinks it is fun to switch boats at sea, a Northwestern deckhand agonises over terrible memories, while Time Bandit fights to stay alive and Kodiak undergoes a deckhand shake-up. 
Arctic Quest 
As the boats finish up king crab season, Captain Sig decides to head back out to the lonely expanses of the northern Bering Sea - despite protests from Edgar and the crew - to hunt down the fabled blue king crab. In this episode, Kodiak finds it hard to get out of the doldrums while Jake just can't help getting on the wrong side of dad, and Time Bandit faces off with a monster storm. 
Future episodes TBC
###
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DEADLIEST CATCH 6

BOATS AND CREW
	


	Cornelia Marie
Captain Phil Harris 
Engineer Steve Ward 
Deckhand Josh Harris 
Deckhand Jake Harris 
Deckhand Freddy Maugatai 
Greenhorn Ryan Simpson 
Cornelia Marie had an extensive rebuild in 1995 that added 21 feet to her overall length and increased her catch-holding capacity to one of the highest for a crabber. She is named after Cornelia Marie Devlin, a co-owner of the boat who handles much of the daily business of the boat's operation. The Cornelia Marie's twin Mitsubishi engines generate 630 horsepower for a top speed of around 10 knots but they have often been an engineer's - and captain's - nightmare. The late Captain Phil Harris was captain and co-owner since 1990. In his last year, he skippered the boat through the 2009 king crab season and the first part of the 2010 season.



	


	Northwestern
Captain Sig Hansen 

Deckboss/Engineer Edgar Hansen 

Deckhand/Engineer Norman Hansen 

Deckhand Nick Mavar 

Deckhand Matt Bradley 

Deckhand Jake Anderson 
The Northwestern was built by Sverre Hansen, a pioneer in the Alaskan king crab fishery and the father of Sig, Edgar and Norman. The original boat was 108 feet long and specifically designed to harvest king and tanner crabs in the Bering Sea. A few years later, when the king crab catches collapsed, the Northwestern became one of the first boats to fish for opilio crabs. Throughout the 1980s, the Hansens and their boat kept busy fishing during most of the year by following the various crab populations' seasonal patterns. Twice since then the Northwestern has been lengthened to pack more crab and carry more pots.



	


	Time Bandit 

Captain Johnathan Hillstrand 

Captain Andy Hillstrand 

Engineer/Cook Neal Hillstrand 

Deckhand Scott Hillstrand 

Deckhand Eddie Uwekoolani 

Deckhand Mike Fourtner 
Deckhand John Jorgensen 
The Time Bandit was designed by Andy and Johnathan's father, John Sr., and custom built for the Hillstrand fishing business. It has an eight feet draft and is powered by two 425 horsepower Cummins engines with a cruising speed of nine knots. The boat includes such unusual amenities as queen-size beds, a four person sauna and a dishwasher. A bulbous bow was added in 2008 to reduce drag and help the boat ride above sea ice to avoid hull damage. And yes, the boat was named by John Senior after the 1981 movie Time Bandit whose wacky cast has always been a family favourite.


	


	Wizard

Captain Keith Colburn 

Relief Captain Monte Colburn 

First Mate Gary Soper 

Engineer Lenny Lekanoff 

Deckhand Travis Lofland 

Deckhand Lynn Guitard 
The Wizard started out as a U.S. Navy yard oiler, built at the end of World War II, but she was never put into naval service. The boat sat mothballed in Boston Harbor until 1978 when she was purchased by fisherman John Jorgenson who oversaw her conversion into a crab boat that went to work in the Bering Sea fisheries the following year. Both Keith and Monte Colburn learned many of their crab captain skills while working for John on the Wizard. In 2005, Keith and his wife Florence purchased the vessel with the confidence that they could maintain the boat's consistently high production levels. These high yields are possible, in part, because of the large tanks inherited from her original construction as an oiler.



	


	Kodiak 

Captain “Wild” Bill Wichrowski 

Engineer Adam McCalden 

Deckhand Dereck Santi 

Deckhand Tony Castillo 

Deckhand Melvin Koso 

Greenhorn Zack Larson 
The newest boat in the Deadliest Catch fleet, Kodiak is more like an old school gunslinger returning to town to lay down a claim. Captain "Wild" Bill Wichrowski has spent most of his life resisting pressure from fish and game officials, regulators, and political types who never seem to give up trying to "civilise" Dutch harbour, its crab fleet and Bering Sea fishing. At the Kodiak's helm is a man with deep "old school" roots who has always done things his own way but now must find a way to get back into a newer, more corporate industry.

Captain Bill gave up on Bering Sea crab fishing back in 2005 after new rules and quotas made it just too much of a hassle to make a living. But he is back because he knows there is still a goldmine lying across the bottom of the Bering Sea. His crew is a mix of greenhorns and veterans some of whom have been away from fishing and are pumped about getting back into it. They may be a little rough around the edges, but they all make no secret that they are in it for the chance to fill their holds with big money crabs. 



