NEWS from Animal Planet
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ANIMAL ADVENTURER DONALD SCHULTZ UNDERTAKES GLOBAL MISSION FOR RARE VENOM AND DNA SAMPLES IN WILD RECON
- New Animal Planet series circles the globe for dangerous missions and potentially life-altering scientific discoveries -
While other children were out playing soccer, nine-year-old Donald was busy catching and handling the deadliest snakes on the planet. Born and raised in South Africa, Donald was the youngest person ever to give venomous snake demonstrations at the world-famous Fitzsimons Snake Park. But catching, caring for and studying snakes were not enough. Now, Donald travels the globe tracking down dangerous creatures, all in the name of science. He uses his animal acumen and taste for adrenaline for a greater cause, risking his own life for research that may one day save the lives of animals and humans. WILD RECON premieres every <day> at <time>, starting <date>. Encores <day, time>.
WILD RECON is a new 10-part series featuring Donald Schultz – world adventurer, animal expert and adrenaline junkie who is willing to do a job no one else dares. With support from the world’s top veterinarians and animal researchers, Donald travels to remote and jeopardous locales to collect venom and rare DNA critical to cataloguing species and research that will one day save countless lives. Whether harvesting venom from deadly black mambas in Mozambique, collecting lethal jellyfish tentacles off the remote coasts of Australia, chasing and relocating charging elephants in Sri Lanka, or bringing down a 600-pound wild African lion to get a blood sample in South Africa, Donald is fearless in the worldwide pursuit of bio-specimens for research and potential new scientific discoveries that he hopes will save lives. As Donald himself says, “This is not a stunt; this is my job.”

“The work I do on WILD RECON is literally my life’s work,” adds Donald. “I’ve been going on these adventurous missions for years, and now the series spotlights the jeopardy that I enjoy in collecting these samples on behalf of the research community. I’ve dedicated my entire life to working with animals.” 

Each episode of WILD RECON sends Donald to an exotic locale where Donald faces some of Earth’s mightiest, deadliest and most fascinating creatures in their natural habitats. Hiking through thick jungle undergrowth, diving to depths of hundreds of feet to sample shark species or skydiving into hard-to-get-to habitats, Donald stops at nothing to complete his mission. In addition, his missions are a race against the clock as he must get his fragile samples out of the field and into the lab for the next stage of work to commence. With Donald's help, researchers will hopefully unlock the mysteries of animal DNA, identify the blueprint for undiscovered anti-venom or even one day find a cure for a life-threatening disease. 
Donald works closely with researchers at zoos, universities, laboratories, pharmaceutical companies and especially local governments and communities to assess their needs and identify what research could be critical to their ongoing studies.

###

About Animal Planet

Animal Planet is the world’s only brand that immerses viewers in emotional, engaging and passionate content devoted to animals – from wildlife to pets. Animal Planet connects humans and animals with rich, deep content and offers animal lovers access to entertainment, information and enrichment via multiple platforms including television, online (at discoverytv.com) and merchandising extensions. Animal Planet is available in 339 million cumulative subscribers worldwide. Animal Planet launched in Asia-Pacific in 1998 and is currently distributed to more than 155 million subscribers in over 29 countries and territories in the region. For more information, visit Animal Planet at www.animalplanetasia.com.

About Discovery Communications
Discovery Communications (NASDAQ: DISCA, DISCB, DISCK) is the world’s number one nonfiction media company reaching more than 1.5 billion cumulative subscribers in over 180 countries.  Discovery empowers people to explore their world and satisfy their curiosity through 100-plus worldwide networks, led by Discovery Channel, Animal Planet, Discovery Science and Discovery HD, as well as leading consumer and educational products and services, and a diversified portfolio of digital media services including HowStuffWorks.com. In Asia-Pacific, seven Discovery brands reach 466 million cumulative subscribers in 32 countries with programming customized in 11 languages. 

WILD RECON
EPISODE DESCRIPTIONS

Alien Invasion

Animal adventurer Donald goes Down Under to Australia, home to some of the most venomous creatures on the planet. His mission is to find animals threatened with extinction by an unassuming toxic invader: the Cane Toad. He starts in the rugged bush, and when he finds his reptile targets, he takes venom and DNA samples from each one, in hopes of preserving these magnificent animals for future generations. Donald then journeys to Southern Australia, where he tackles a thrashing emu that weighs as much as he does. His challenge is to avoid the flightless bird’s razor-sharp talons long enough to get a blood sample for researchers. Finally, when night falls, he heads into the deadly waters off Queensland for his most dangerous mission of all: to grab rare, venomous sea snakes from a moving boat… by hand.

Rampage 

Donald literally descends upon the Southeast Asian country of Sri Lanka in the aftermath of a brutal civil war – he becomes the only civilian to skydive into the nation in two decades. Production of antivenin has taken a back seat in this war-torn country, and, as a result, more than 1,200 of its people are dying each year from snakebites. Donald’s mission is a dangerous but lifesaving one: capture three of Sri Lanka’s deadliest snakes – the Spectacled Cobra, the Krait and the Russell’s Viper – and milk their venom so researchers can create antivenin. Donald then treks into the lowland forest in search of one of his favourite animals – the Slender Loris, a tiny primate with a bizarre toxic defense. Before his Sri Lanka mission is complete, Donald joins forces with dozens of men to find and relocate a rampaging rogue elephant that is terrorising local villagers. 

Bounty Hunter

On this mission, animal adventurer Donald travels to the exotic nation of Belize, nestled between Mexico and Guatemala on the Caribbean coast of Central America. He sets out on a dramatic search for deadly animals that are the targets of poachers, like crocodiles, sharks and rays. His goal is to collect blood and tissue samples needed for research before these endangered animals disappear. He heads into the dense rain forest canopy to track down the loudest animal in the world – the Howler Monkey – a critically endangered primate that is falling prey to poachers. While there, Donald stumbles on his least favourite creature – a Tarantula spider that is nearly as big as his hand. In an unusual “milking” procedure, Donald anesthetizes the spider, then uses a tiny electric shock to draw its rare and understudied venom. 

Border War

Animal adventurer Donald returns to his home country of South Africa for a new mission and to take stock on what his country has done to pave the way for aggressive conservation efforts. There, he is tasked with tracking down and extracting blood samples from a regal cheetah and two massive rhinos, and hand-capturing the fastest-striking snake in Africa, the Gaboon Viper. Along the way, he sees the effects of human intrusion on animal habitats – and the potential for disastrous encounters.

Future episodes TBC. 
Donald Schultz
BIOGRAPHY
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 Animal Adventurer, Adrenaline Junkie, Reptile Expert for WILD RECON
Born in South Africa, Donald Schultz is a world-renowned venom expert, writer, photographer and adventurer and has been in the public eye for most of his life. Donald started to work with reptiles at the age of 13 and was fortunate to have an internship at the world-famous Fitzsimons Snake Park, where he received a sound schooling in herpetology. By giving demonstrations and spending endless hours studying snake behaviour, catching venomous snakes became second nature and his fascination with these creatures became the bedrock of his career.

Moving to the United States in 2002, Donald studied veterinary medicine and worked at the Veterinary Specialty Hospital in San Diego, California, before pursuing a full-time career in herpetological adventures. He has worked with a variety of different animals on almost every continent from tiny geckos in the Kalahari to giant monitor lizards in San Diego, and from dangerous and tiny box jellyfish in Australia to huge sea turtles in Costa Rica. He has caught venomous snakes on five continents and crocodiles on three.

Always keeping busy with animals, Donald created and ran a company specialising in African reptiles and eco-tours. He also co-authored a number of ongoing scientific papers in addition to being a speaker at the International Herpetological Symposium. World authorities in venomous snakes look to him for help with difficult and dangerous animals. Donald was first published in Reptile Magazine in 2006 and has been published in five international magazines since, including a recurring column in the Australian magazine Scales and Tails. 

His love affair with dangerous activities extends beyond just his work, and he tries to incorporate the two whenever possible. Donald is an avid skydiver and a highly specialised scuba diver, having been certified as the youngest CLASS II commercial diver in Africa.

Donald first premiered on the Discovery Channel and Animal Planet as an expert, wrangler and consulting producer on I WAS BITTEN and guest host on FEEDING FRENZY: CROCODILE. 

Donald now calls Los Angeles his home… when he actually is home. 
###

Q&A WITH DONALD SCHULTZ
Donald Schultz, host of Animal Planet’s WILD RECON, travelled around the globe during production of the action-packed series. After filming the 10-part series in nine locales, including Australia, Swaziland, Jordan, Sri Lanka, Costa Rica, South Africa, Tanzania, Mozambique, Belize and the Bahamas, Donald takes a time-out to share some of his thoughts on wildlife and on his life.
What age did your fascination with animals develop? 

I cannot remember a time that I was not fascinated by animals, especially snakes. I caught my first snake with my dad when I was six years old and have been captivated by them since. I am glad that I didn’t just focus on snakes but rather on all of nature as snakes are just a small piece of a much larger, much more beautiful puzzle.

Do you have or have you ever had phobias of your own? 
A few! One was (and still is) spiders because I had a scary encounter as a kid, and the other was falling between a ship and the dock in a harbour. Both were overcome, the spider thing more recently, and the harbour one in 1997, when I was commercial diving between tankers and the harbour at night.

How did you get involved in this line of work? 

It’s a weird, convoluted route that seemed like it would never end in the way that it did. And if I had to try and replicate the whole process, I would likely end up diving for diamonds in the Congo, or becoming a game ranger in Kenya. The short story (and this is seriously condensed) is that I worked in the world-famous Fitzsimons Snake Park in Durban, South Africa as a teenager, becoming the youngest person to ever give venomous snake demonstrations at the age of 13. I also assisted with problem-animal removals, like mambas, cobras, puff adders, crocodiles and giant monitors. I found myself at a crossroads after school, and after a weekend of diving in Cape Town, decided I wanted to become a commercial diver and trained with the police force and military. 

After living in Johannesburg for a few years, I followed my older sister out to San Diego, and that’s when my world swung back towards animals. I had been keeping snakes all this time, but when I found myself in California, a career in veterinary medicine slapped me in the face. I worked in a variety of hospitals, including the Veterinary Specialty Hospital in San Diego. I had since enrolled in college, determined to become a veterinarian. As I worked more and experienced more, I realised my calling was in the field. I’ve been doing these missions for about five years now, collaborating with researchers around the world on many projects.

Were you always a risk taker? 
I don’t see it as risk taking. Mortality rates from car crashes and heart disease are way higher than snakebites and sky-diving accidents. I figure everything that we do is a stall tactic anyway; we all die at some point, and I just want to die living. But I do like to take calculated risks more than the average guy, that’s for sure.
What was your most dangerous encounter? 
Well, there is the real world (living in Johannesburg or Los Angeles or wherever), and then there is the world that is surreal (when I travel and explore). I would have to say that the most concerned moment was an animal encounter when I had a dry bite by a Gaboon Viper in the middle of equatorial Africa. We were hours away from anything, and I certainly would have died, but for some reason, no venom was injected by the snake.

When were you most afraid on the job? 
Anytime I skydive, I get very aware of everything mainly because there are so many variables to manage skydiving; then add to that filming, and things really become fun. We jumped in Sri Lanka in howling winds, and I had to land next to a pool of 150 wild salt-water crocodiles, thought to be the most aggressive croc species in the world. Add to that, on the sighting run, we saw a 16-footer basking near my drop zone. That definitely got the juices going!

Have you ever been injured on a mission? 
Yeah, unfortunately, I have. In my opinion, getting bitten by any animal is the ultimate failure as an animal handler and nothing to be proud of. I only talk about these experiences because I feel like I have learned from them. I had my hand mauled by an anteater in Central America, and till this day, I cannot feel the front part of my right thumb.

What was your most memorable experience doing the show? 
Every single skydive always feels insane! I love working with big predators too because it is outside my usual skill set. Every encounter - with a lion, cheetah, shark or occasional customs official - is stuck in my brain.

What is your favourite species and why? 
Overall, it is sea snakes, and I love them all and try and work with them as much as possible. If I had to choose a mammal, it would definitely be the Slender Loris (a small, nocturnal primate). I fell in love with the little guy!

Is there one animal you refuse to approach? 
Nope. Every one is truly awesome.

What animal will people be surprised isn’t as scary as they think? 
Sharks, definitely - such beautiful creatures!

Do you own any exotic creatures of your own? 
A whole menagerie, from snakes to lizards, monitors to spiders and some weird fish and turtles! I’ve literally have more than 200 in my West Hollywood home.

What was the coolest place you have ever travelled? 
Recently, it would have been Sri Lanka. But I love Africa, especially the East coast. Also, I love the United States, and I have lived here for almost seven years and have travelled extensively throughout and really enjoy spending time in the desert areas. I haven’t been to South America yet and know that would be absolutely thrilling.

What does your family think of your job? 
They think I am crazy. Go figure! 
DONALD SCHULTZ’S TOP TEN ADVENTURING DESTINATIONS

WILD RECON’s Donald Schultz is a well-travelled guy and here he shares some of his favourite places. Surprisingly, he has yet to visit two continents – South America and Antarctica – but they are on his list.

1. Namaqualand, South Africa
Right on the border of Namibia, the Namaqualand has some of the most amazingly well-adapted desert animals in the world. From small and deadly to big and deadly, the Namaqualand has them all.

2. Kruger National Park, South Africa
This is one of the best game reserves in the world, with so many animals to be seen so much of the time. I am always shocked at the sheer volume of snakes that occur in and around Kruger. 

3. Xai-Xai, Mozambique
About a third of the way up the coast of Mozambique, this coastal town is perfect for whale sharks, manta rays and tons of snakes. 

4. Chimanimani Mountains, Zimbabwe
Visiting Zimbabwe is bittersweet with beautiful landscape and reptiles but has a heart-wrenching story about the country too. Seeing so many people suffer for so long gives me pause and is very humbling. 

5. Arusha, Tanzania
Located right at the base of Kilimanjaro, the habitat and animals change quickly from savanna to mountains and has a mixture of Tanzanian and Kenyan animals. Oh, the goat is delicious there too! 

6. Hluhluwe, South Africa
Right in the middle of historic Zululand, this area has the highest density of leopards anywhere in the world - add to this big game-like rhinos and elephants and a super abundance of deadly snakes. I try and visit every year. 

7. San Antonio, Texas 
I love Texas and its people. San Antonio has given me some fond memories with its beautiful landscape and unique animals. 

8. Cairns, Australia
It has most of the deadliest animals in the world, all located near the city. It is where I caught my first Taipan snake and also have done some awesome hiking, scuba diving and skydiving. 

9. Jawa, Jordan
A 5,000-year-old city that was destroyed by an earthquake, this city of antiquity is a stone’s throw away from the Syrian border (like 2,000 feet). Some amazing animals like false horn vipers and hyenas can be spotted. 

10. Anza Borrego Desert, California
After spending many nights in the desert, it has one of the best views of the Milky Way at night and a dazzling array of animals, all conveniently located near San Diego. 
WILD RECON WILDLIFE FACT SHEET
In the premiere episode of WILD RECON, animal adventurer Donald Schultz tracks down and encounters several fascinating creatures Down Under. Below are some interesting facts on each:
Cane Toad (Bufo marinus)

· These toads are native to South and Central America but have been introduced in Florida, the Caribbean, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, the Philippines and Australia. 

· Cane Toads eat almost anything - their diet ranging from small lizards, frogs, birds, fish, mice, insects and even smaller cane toads. They even have been known to steal dog and cat food if their dishes are left outside. 

· The life span of the Cane Toad ranges from 10 to 40 years. It is estimated that only 0.5 percent of Cane Toads live to reach maturity (approximately one year). 

· The Cane Toad was brought to Australia in 1935 from Hawaii to help control pests on sugar cane plants. 

· They have developed into an invasive species, driving out all the native species to the brink of extinction. 

· The toads are toxic if eaten. 

Lace Monitor Lizard (Varanidae family)

· They live in the eastern and central parts of Australia, residing in hollowed trees or logs. 

· Monitors have long tails and long, sharp claws that they use for digging and climbing. 

· These lizards are a mostly solitary species but will come together to breed for about four to six weeks of the year. 

· Lace monitors have gone extinct in some areas from unknowingly consuming toxic Cane Toads. 

· Like snakes, they use their tongue to “smell”. 

Kangaroo (Macropodidae family)

· Kangaroos are found in Australia, New Guinea and Tasmania. Wild populations also have been introduced in Great Britain, New Zealand and Hawaii. 

· Adult male kangaroos are called ‘bucks’ or ‘boomers’, adult females are called ‘does’ or ‘jills’ and young kangaroos are called ‘joeys’. A group of kangaroos is called a ‘mob’. 

· They are herbivores and need very little water to survive. 

· Kangaroos are the only large animals that move by hopping and can only go forward, not backward. 

Emu (Dromaius novaehollandiae)

· Emus are the second-largest flightless bird in the world and are the national bird of Australia. 

· They are usually five to six feet tall when fully grown and can run at speeds of up to 40 miles per hour. 

· Emus are now extremely popular as an alternative form of livestock. 

· The gene code of emus has barely changed since the dinosaur days. 

· Twenty years ago, people began hunting emus for their meat and oil. While there were once three different species, there is only one left after farming induced interbreeding. 

· Donald is collecting blood for research to ensure there is no future interbreeding. 

Sea snakes (Hydrophiidae family)

· Sea snakes have the most powerful poison of all snakes - one drop of their venom is enough to kill three people. 

· They reside around the coasts of Northern Australia, Southern Asia and islands in the area. 

· Donald collects venom from sea snakes in hopes that the venom will provide a breakthrough in medicine for the human heart. 

· Sea snakes only surface to feed for about two hours a day. 

· Certain species of sea snakes can grow up to eight feet long and have a specially evolved flat tail, which is ideal for swimming. 

Death Adders (Acanthophis antarcticus)

· The Death Adder snake is commonly found throughout Australia. 

· Three major species of the snake have been identified: the Northern, Southern and Desert Death Adders. 

· These snakes feed on frogs, birds, mice, rats and lizards. 

· The Speedy Death Adder is the fastest striking snake in the world, and its lethal venom can stop a victim’s breathing within six hours. 

· The snake uses its brightly colored tail to attract prey but easily stays hidden with its camouflaged body. 

· This species is also on the brink of extinction and because of the Cane Toad, DNA is being collected to possibly clone and reintroduce the species if it is completely wiped out. 

###
