NEWS from Discovery Channel

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLIE FRATTINI AND CREW STEP IN TO RESCUE
PROJECTS AND BUSINESSES IN DIRE NEED OF CONSTRUCTION INTERVENTION
When it comes to rescuing builds that are millions of dollars over budget and months behind schedule, no one does it better than Charlie "The Bulldog" Frattini, a 20-year construction veteran who oversees some of the biggest construction projects in New York City. Charlie and his team of experts have joined forces for one simple reason: to help people rebuild their businesses… and their lives. In the all-new Discovery Channel series CONSTRUCTION INTERVENTION, Charlie and his crew use their engineering expertise – and passion for the business – to transform botched construction jobs and rebuild dreams. CONSTRUCTION INTERVENTION premieres every <day> at <time>, starting <date>. Encores <day, time>.
In the world of construction, renovation projects sometimes sit for weeks, months and even years. With unforeseen delays and problems, worksites could be left unfinished, with no end in sight. Whether it is a small business, athletic facility or restaurant that suffers, the property owners are stuck living in a construction disaster that could destroy their businesses and lives. But not any longer. For victims of ruined renovation projects, it is time for CONSTRUCTION INTERVENTION. 

Charlie "The Bulldog" Frattini is as tough as they come. A strong-armed New York construction veteran with a zeal for perfection and a long resume of multi-million dollar projects, he is one of the most recognised industry experts. Charlie knows the ins and outs of every building he has ever worked on and has gathered a loyal crew of fellow blue-collared workers along the way who work by his side through thick and thin. From plumbers and carpenters to painters and electricians, Charlie’s crew is the best of the tough-as-nails construction teams. 
CONSTRUCTION INTERVENTION follows Charlie and his team as they tackle real-life property improvement dilemmas. Every episode sees Charlie and crew travelling to a different location to rescue businesses in need. Guided by years of experience, Charlie uses his construction expertise to undo damages, bring properties back from the brink of total destruction and dress them for success. For victims of ruined renovation projects, Charlie and his team are the go-to guys of the construction industry!

CONSTRUCTION INTERVENTION episode descriptions:
Blarney Stone  

Construction expert Charlie and his top-notch crew try to save the Blarney Stone Bar and Restaurant, a New York City institution that has been struggling since the 9/11 attack on their neighbouring Twin Towers.

Just Wingin' It  

Charlie and his crew help Harlem New York City Fire Fighter and local hero Walter Lewis save his neighbourhood Hot Wing Shop after a bad construction job forced him to go out of business indefinitely.

Al Di La  

Charlie and his crew help the Anfuso family which has suffered over the last three years with incompetent and untrustworthy contractors who have drained all of their finances.

Botta Di Vino  

Charlie helps newlyweds Jeff and Triciann who are broke and frustrated after spending the past year and their life savings trying to open their dream wine shop in Red Hook, Brooklyn, New York.

Locale  

Father and Son team Joe Sr and Joe Jr want to open a hip lounge in Staten Island, New York but after six months of renovations their club is still in ruins. Charlie and his crew transform this hazard zone into a swanky hot spot.

Real Deal Barbershop  

Charlie and his crew help small businessman Fred Robinson save his struggling barbershop. Fred has been cutting hair for thirty years and helping generations of young men and women stay off the streets.

STARS Youth Center  

Charlie and his crew are in Howard Beach, New York to renovate a crumbling youth centre in a century-old building that provides day care services and after-school programmes for over 100 families in this community.

Inwood Boxing Academy  

Charlie and his construction team head to upper Manhattan to rescue Joe Brender's Inwood Boxing Academy from falling apart. Charlie builds a new state-of-the-art facility filled with all-new gym equipment and a boxing ring.

Future episodes TBC
###
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Charlie “The Bulldog” Frattini is a 20-year construction veteran with a zeal for perfection. The native New Yorker is one of the most respected leaders in his field, known for rescuing builds over budget and behind schedule, and has overseen some of the biggest construction projects in New York City. With a long resume of multi-million dollar projects, he knows the ins and outs of every building he has ever worked on.
Despite his tough-as-nails reputation, over the course of his career, The Bulldog has gathered a loyal crew who work by his side as he guides them through some of the most hellish construction projects they have ever faced. Charlie is committed to his team, and demands loyalty and hard work in return.
Charlie studied civil engineering at Polytechnic University in Brooklyn and served in the United States Marine Corps. 
###

Q&A with Charlie Frattini
How did you get into the construction business? 

I was studying engineering in college and had applied for the Officers Training Program. During the Iranian hostage crisis when the American embassy was taken over, I dropped out of college and enlisted in the Marine Corps because I wanted to fight for my country sooner than they wanted to send me. When I was discharged from the Marine Corps, the only logical thing for me to do was go back to school and study to become an engineer. By that time I was married and had a family to support, so I dropped out again and ended up in the construction field. 

How did you end up on CONSTRUCTION INTERVENTION? 

I had been working in various fields of construction since 1986 and had done all kinds of jobs from labourer all the way up through senior management. I worked for private developers, general contractors, and I also owned my own construction firm. During a job that I was working on about a year ago, I got a call from someone at a production company, working for Discovery, who was looking for a construction person to be part of a show. They kept hounding me to send them a videotape but I didn't want to do it. After repeated requests, I finally sent in a tape to get them to leave me alone – and I was chosen! That's how I got to where I am today. 

Were you working on similar types of projects before the show? 

My construction experience is varied. It goes from heavy construction and civil construction to structural work – which is high-rise buildings. I enjoy building high-rises, which is an extremely dangerous and aggressive type of work, especially in the New York market. On a high-rise building, you can build a floor every two to three days and the only way to make that happen is to be aggressive, loud and vocal. I learned from the best Marines that the Marine Corps has ever produced how to be a leader of men, and that's what I do every day. I lead men and women – performing tasks that they're not confident they can complete. That's where I come in. When you see me yelling and screaming, it's to give them a focus and direction on what the tasks are that they need to do. I'm a big-building kind of a guy, not a little-building kind of a guy – but I take the experience and expertise I have in high-rise construction and massage it a little bit and use it towards the smaller builds that we do here on the show. It's been very successful. Not only does the type of work that I do and the way I get things done carry over, it's also the attitude. What you see [on the show] is a high-rise building being built in attitude, even though it's a small space that I'm actually working on. 

How do you manage to turn everything around so quickly? 

Some of the projects that we've completed on this show should take up to nine months in the real world of construction. We do it in four days. Now, I don't just yell and scream – there's more to me than that. It's all psychological. When there's a major problem, you can see everyone stop and look to me. "What do we do now? We need someone to give us direction." There's one leader on a job, and that's me. I keep them focused. On many projects, I'll start something much earlier than you normally would. For example, on the second episode, all the kitchen equipment came in what appears to be prematurely, but I had a reason for it. These men have been working 18-20 hour days for three days straight. They don't see the light at the end of the tunnel because they are so engrossed in what they are doing. I see the big picture. Bringing in this new stuff and making the place look shiny again gives them that extra push that makes them realize that we actually are getting close to finishing, and it helps them get through that last day and a half. Marathon runners do certain things to get themselves through the last few miles, and I do the same thing, which is psychological. 

There are also certain procedures that we use that allow us to go quicker than you would normally on a job site. It's not smoke and mirrors – it's all real. For example, we use a quick-setting compound to install the sheetrock walls. It's just as good a product as the conventional compound. Just because we've found ways to work around the time restrictions doesn't mean that we've foregone the quality of work. 

There's also the quantity of men I'll invade the site with to get it done. There are usually times for different parts of the project to be installed, and contractors like to have their space and finish their work before anyone else comes in. On a four-day build – which should take nine months – that luxury is gone. 

When the men come up to me and tell me there's no way we can do a build in four days, that's like a trigger for me. If you can get them to believe it can be done, the bulk of your work is done.
How many people do you have working for you on these projects? 

It varies. The Blarney Stone, for example, which was the first one we did, had close to 100 people inside of a 3,000 square foot area - working side-by-side, nobody getting hurt, working together, borrowing each other's tools, everybody's cooperating. I've had other jobs with 40 or 50 people working inside at any one time. It all depends on the size of the project. They are all volunteers – they're giving up their time. My men are foregoing their family lives to give back to these people. We don't see our children or our wives for a week. That's not a complaint, we're happy to do it. The look on these owner's faces when they come in – and we've given them a whole new life – is priceless. 

Much like the Deadliest Catch guys, we just pack up and go and don't see our families for days. It's usually just a week at a time rather than several weeks or months, but it's still difficult. We're not actors. We are construction people. When you see me getting worked up, people ask me if I'm just doing it for the cameras. No. I've been doing this for over 25 years. As a former Marine Corps sergeant, I've been yelling for a number of years. What you see is what you get – that's who I am. 

With so many people and such a tight schedule, do you ever have problems working around the camera crew? 

The camera crew and production team are wonderful people and we get along well – we're like family. We work so many hours together in a very dangerous environment. The cameramen especially have a hard job because they are seeing everything through the lens of the camera. They're walking backwards up stairs. They're doing everything they can to get the right shot. 

If I didn't have to stop occasionally to accommodate them, I could probably get the work done faster, so it gets frustrating at times. But I'm only here because we want to build things out for people, and the production people are here to tell the story. So sometimes they have to hold us up so the story can be told, and the stories are pretty phenomenal – miraculous even. These people that we're coming to help are down on their luck. They've done everything they can to help themselves, but because of the economy they don't have a lot of money. Had we not come in, these businesses would have gone under. I'm one of the luckiest men I know because I get to help people every week. It's an amazing feeling to get to help them save their businesses and bring families back together. I'm proud to be a part of it. 

How do you decide which projects to take on? 

I don't. Discovery does. I go where they tell me. 

Do you have a favourite project that you've worked on so far? 

It's funny that you asked me that. Each one, when I'm done with it, my men and I look at one another and say, "Wow, we finished another one! This one is the best one we've done!" Whatever the last one is that I've done is my favorite. They're all my favourite – I love them all. To be able to do this and finish them in four days is a great experience. 

What project are you working on right now? 

Right now we're working on a billiard hall – Guys & Dolls. It was built by a husband and wife. The husband unfortunately passed away three years ago and the son took it over. He's a college professor in line to get his Ph.D. – he's an author. He's a bright fellow, but he's not a builder. That's what I'm here for. He's made some mistakes, and the mother is so hurt by what she's seen here that she doesn't know what to do. This is her baby that she and her husband built up together, and now it's just gone to failure. She just told me an hour ago that if they had lost this place – and I'm using her words – she would have experienced the death of her husband again, and it probably would have killed her. The hard part is, I hear that every week from these business owners and their families. 

So far, I've had nine business owners hand their businesses over to me. They don't know who I am. They don't know if I'm a real builder or not. They don't know if I'm an actor. They don't know if I know what I'm doing. But they gave me the keys and said, "Please help us." That's an amazing amount of pressure. And during the build they tell me how important it is to their families, and even to the community. Some of these places are getting kids off the street. They have nothing, and they're still giving back! How could I not get excited to motivate my men to work hard and get these businesses back to them in the timeframe that I promised? We have to turn it back when we said we would because these businesses can't afford to stay closed any longer, and they can't afford to stay the way they are. They need us to do this for them. The pressure is amazing, and failure is not an option.
Where do you get all the materials for these projects? 

We have a budget for each project and we work within that budget as best as possible. Many of the materials are donated. The contractors who work with us are amazing and they work tirelessly right alongside my men and I to get the job done on time. 

How much time do you spend on each project? 

As far as preparing administratively, it's probably one to two weeks, tops, to get new drawings, a design, and the permits. That's not a lot of time. Then I spend maybe three to four hours reviewing the project to make sure I understand all the intricacies before we get started. As far as the build itself, typically it's four days. I'll give you the timeline. We typically start on day one at 4 pm – so that's half a day. Then I have all of days two, three and four. And then we have another half-day on day five before we hand it back to the owner. So that's a total of four work days, spread out over five calendar days. 

When you see a problem on the show, this is not something that we identified in advance and decided to wait until the cameras were rolling to address it. These are real problems in real time – it's not staged. When you see me react on the fly and come up with a solution, that's not a solution we actually came up with three weeks in advance. We have very little advance planning for these projects. The focus is on how we handle problems on the fly. When I'm building a high-rise, I may have the luxury of three to four weeks to deal with it, but here I only have hours or minutes to fix the problem. That's all real on the show. 

And have you been able to meet that deadline on all of your projects? 

Every one of them but one. The seventh episode at the STARS Youth Center, I gave it back in five days. It was two-story building 20 feet wide and 40 feet deep, and the floor had settled 17 inches on one side. It was near collapse. We had to rebuild the whole structure from scratch in less than 24 hours because I did not want to miss my deadline – which I ended up missing by one day. We should have lost three weeks, in a normal project. I was upset about losing that day, because that's how serious we are about getting back to these people on time. It's a brand-new building now. It's solid, too. 

Does it blow your mind that you built an entirely new building in 5 days? 

Yes, it does. There are times that I say to myself, "How are we going to do this?" But I stay focused and we work together and execute it. I'll always be the biggest cheerleader on this job that we can do it. And if I believe it, I know my men will follow me anywhere to get it done for me. 

Are all the projects that you work on in the NYC area? 

They're all in the Tri-State area – New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut. We haven't gone to Connecticut yet but that's not out of the question. 

Do you have any favourite Discovery Channel shows? (Besides your own, of course) 

I really enjoy watching Mike Rowe and Dirty Jobs. And every night while we're cooking dinner we watch Cash Cab. I also love Deadliest Catch. 

Anything else you'd like to share? 

If the TV cameras weren't here and I still had the opportunity to do this, I would. To be able to give back to these people is a joy – it's a thrill – and I really like it. I'm having a blast. Other than the Marine Corps, this is probably the first time in my life that I really love what I'm doing and who I'm doing it with. 

I also want to point out that this is different from other fixer-upper shows. They are great shows that I have the utmost respect for. But say they are rebuilding someone's house in Ohio. I can watch it on TV, but I can't actually go to the house and see the quality of the work, or find out if the homeowners had any problems after they moved back in. It's not my house. It's in Ohio. Every single one of our builds is open to the public. Someone visiting New York City from California could be watching this show on the Discovery Channel and decide to go visit the Blarney Stone and check out the stone wall or the paint job for themselves. If we don't give a perfect product each time, we are subject to ridicule. Anybody can come to any one of the places featured in this show and can physically touch, see, feel, look at what we did in there. That's my resume – that's my crew's resume. 

The houses they build in Ohio, they look amazing on TV, and I'm so proud that they would give back to these people by fixing up their homes. But nobody other than the owners of the house and their friends and family will be able to go in there and see how the work was truly done. With us, if we're not on top of our game every single show, anybody can go in there and say. "These guys don't know what they're doing – it's all smoke and mirrors with cameras." Uh-uh. Our stuff looks good and is done right. I saw on a blog last night that someone was actually watching this in another state and they are planning a trip to New York to see the Blarney Stone because it looks so nice. I'm proud of that, and I'm happy to have them do it.
###

