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DEAN OF INVENTION

Host Biographies

Dean Kamen
[image: image1.jpg]ooy




As an inventor, physicist, and entrepreneur, Dean Kamen has dedicated his life to developing technologies that help people lead better lives.  As an inventor, he holds more than 440 U.S. and foreign patents, many of them for innovative medical devices that have expanded the frontiers of health care worldwide.  Some notable breakthrough devices include the first wearable infusion pump, which rapidly gained acceptance from medical specialties such as chemotherapy, neonatology, and endocrinology where it provides the basis for first insulin pump.  Another noted invention is the Independence® IBOT® 4000 Mobility System, a sophisticated all-terrain electric wheelchair. Dean is recognized as the inventor of the Segway® Human Transporter, which was designed to provide a clean alternative for short distance travel and enhance people's productivity. One of Dean's newest projects is a water purification system that is being designed to help provide clean drinking water to the estimated 1.1 billion of people in the world who lack access to clean water.

Dean is a tireless advocate for science and technology. His roles as inventor and advocate are intertwined – his own passion for technology and its practical uses has driven his personal determination to spread the word about technology’s virtues and by so doing to change the culture of the United States.  One of Dean's proudest accomplishments is founding FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology), an organization dedicated to motivating the next generation to understand, use and enjoy science and technology.  The FIRST Robotics Competition teams professionals and young people to solve an engineering design problem in an intense and competitive way, and in the 2008/09 season, over 137,000 children participated in 42 countries. 

In 2000, Dean was awarded the National Medal of Technology. Presented by President Clinton, this award was in recognition for inventions that have advanced medical care worldwide, and for innovative and imaginative leadership in awakening America to the excitement of science and technology. He was also awarded the Lemelson-MIT Prize in 2002, and was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame in May 2005.
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Joanne Colan has seven years’ experience hosting, writing, co-producing and creating broadcast television and radio for major networks and cable channels across international markets.  Her focus over the past four years has been in the areas of new media, science, health and sustainability.

As the host of the internet video blog sensation, Rocketboom from 2006–2009, Joanne became a recognized name in a position which allowed her access to influential personalities and organizations worldwide that have changed the way we think about technology and our future, including Jimmy Wales, founder of Wikipedia; Arianna Huffington; Chris Anderson of the TED Conference; and others.  Joanne also used the video blog platform to raise awareness of sustainability and environmental issues, bringing attention to organizations like Architecture for Humanity, Earth Day Network, CARE, Barefoot College and Charity Water.

During this same period, Joanne also worked in broadcast media as a freelance host, sitting down with the likes of Robert DeNiro, Terry Gilliam, New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Thomas Friedman, Anthony Minghella and many more.
In 2005, Joanne traveled the globe for the Fine Living Network for the 13-part series Any Given Latitude, which focused on adventure and eco-travel.  Prior to her stint with FLN, Joanne was a VJ with MTV Networks Europe, where she wrote, co-produced and hosted shows such as Top 20 Countdown and MTV News, which were broadcast to over 124 million households in more than 50 countries and territories.  Joanne also fronted the network’s World Aids Day Campaigns, traveling to the U.S. and South Africa on behalf of the news and social awareness divisions.  

A native of London, Joanne has worked as a host, writer, researcher and production coordinator for both BBC Radio and Television.  Fluent in French, Joanne hosted a version of the BBC’s long-running cult music show Top of the Pops for French music channel M6 Music.
Additionally, this year Joanne moderated the education program “Health and Sustainabilty” for students in the U.S., Gaza and Iraq with global teaching organization Global Nomads Group.  Joanne volunteers in her spare time for Human Rights Watch Organization WITNESS as a journalist and on-camera reporter.
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