NEWS from Animal Planet

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
BE AWED BY THE MAJESTIC BEAUTY OF BOTSWANA’S WILD KINGDOM 
AS SEEN THROUGH THE EYES OF WILDLIFE FILMMAKER TIM LIVERSEDGE
Welcome to Botswana, a land of vast open habitats, untamed wilderness and home to some of the best wildlife viewing experiences on the African continent. A place where the waterways of the Okavango Delta meet the Kalahari thirst land; a destination of tempestuous beauty and rich cultures, the secrets of Botswana are revealed on Animal Planet this <month>. Produced and directed by award-winning wildlife filmmaker Tim Liversedge, BOTSWANA’S WILD KINGDOM premieres every <day> at <time>, starting <date>. Encores <day, time>.
Born in London, Tim Liversedge moved to Africa with his family at the age of one and is a citizen of Botswana where he has resided for most of his life. At the age of 20, Liversedge spent three years in Botswana researching mammals and later worked as one of the country’s first game wardens. Since then, Liversedge has lived and worked in Botswana for over 40 years, and is now an honourary game warden as well as one of the country’s most respected naturalists. The wildlife filmmaker and producer shares his passion for his homeland on a three-part series BOTSWANA’S WILD KINGDOM. Set around three main regions of Botswana - Tswapong Hills, Makgadikgadi and Okavango, this trilogy captures rare, fascinating animal behaviour set against the panoramic backdrop of Botswana’s natural habitats. 
Tswapong is unique in Botswana as its microclimate brings rain clouds and mist to the edge of the Kalahari. The spectacular cliffs of the sacred Tswapong Hills are home to a plethora of wildlife such as baboons, leopards and hyenas. Its inaccessibility, water and sacred significance have allowed certain species to flourish here for thousands of years. However, times are changing in the villages – with natives embracing the marvels that technology brings, will Tswapong’s wildlife lose their natural habitat?
Endless, flat, grassy plains with immense salt pans, parched and inhospitable for months – this is the world of Botswana’s Makgadikgadi. Southern Africa’s massive herds of zebra and wildebeests move eastwards from the Okavango Delta to the Makgadikgadi grasslands along an ancient route dictated by the unpredictable ebb and flow of water. During the harsh arid months, the conflict between man and wild animals rages on. This is the story of the unforgiving and abundant realities of Makgadikgadi.
Described as "the jewel" of the Kalahari, Okavango is a tranquil and isolated oasis set in Botswana's unsympathetic desert. Home to many of Africa's big predators and indigenous semi-nomadic tribes, the Okavango Delta is a unique natural resource and one of the largest deltas in the world. Today, it is an oasis teeming with an amazing cross-section of unexpected animal life. Fish, crocodiles, hippos and antelope coexist in the delta, and the lion rules this kingdom. This is a rich but rare paradise, isolated by the watery wilderness of the delta. But will the recent discovery of tourism endanger the beating heart of Okavango? 
Witness beguiling animal behaviour and some of Africa’s most breathtaking scenery from areas rarely seen on film, this <month> on BOTSWANA’S WILD KINGDOM.
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Tim Liversedge was born in London and he moved to Africa with his family at the age of one. He is a citizen of Botswana where he has spent most of his life. Wildlife, art, conservation and photography have been lifelong passions. 
At the age of 20, Tim was hired by the Smithsonian to spend three years in Botswana researching mammals. He later worked as one of the country’s first game wardens, marking boundaries for new national parks, tracking poachers and finding ways to help wildlife pay its way in the newly independent country. Later, he designed and built the Sitatunga, a 25-ton riverboat on which, over the next five years, he conducted some of the first safaris and scientific research in the Okavango Delta with his wife, June. This period provided unrivalled insight into the complexities of the Delta and its extraordinary diversity of wildlife. 
Purchasing his first professional 16-mm camera in the mid-80s, Liversedge initiated a TV series on the Kalahari and Okavango Delta, which won a Golden Panda (the most prestigious award of wildlife filmmaking). In 1987, he established his film-production company, Tim Liversedge Productions, to share his deep knowledge of the region and its environment with an international audience. His home and studio is situated in Maun on the southern edge of the Okavango Delta in Botswana.
He has since completed 17 co-productions for major TV networks, including the Discovery Channel and Animal Planet that have garnered many awards. Always at the forefront of innovation, he pioneered the use of 35mm film and High Definition video for TV films to achieve superior quality. Roar: Lions of the Kalahari (2003) was his entry into large-format filmmaking. Again, breaking new ground, he created the first fully, digitally post-produced wildlife giant-screen film. 
Liversedge has lived and worked in Botswana for 40 years now. He is an honourary game warden and one of the country’s most respected naturalists. His achievements in wildlife filmmaking and scientific contributions have been recognised with a Doctorate of Philosophy. He has produced bronze sculptures, paintings and sketches of wildlife. He is a fixed-wing and helicopter pilot, and has built and experimented with a variety of other crafts to aid his exploration and filming in the region.
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