NEWS from Discovery Channel

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NINE NEW VOLUNTEERS join THE COLONY and take on the challenge of surviving in a post-apocalyptic world
- Brand new season premieres this November on Discovery Channel -
A world devoid of running water, food, communication and authority is unthinkable. Yet nine strangers take up the challenge of rebuilding the world they once knew, on the second season of THE COLONY. Featuring on-going commentary from experts in homeland security, engineering, psychology and the medical community, THE COLONY reveals what the future could look like after a biological disaster. Drawing on their individual expertise and strengths, the colonists must apply themselves in ways they have never had to before, not only for their own survival but that of the group. THE COLONY premieres every <day> at <time>, starting <date>. Encores <day, time>.
A model, a carpenter, auto mechanic, retired contractor, geology professor, foreman, industrial artist, anatomy instructor, and a logging foreman. What does each person bring to the table? More importantly, will they be able to work together to survive? THE COLONY begins with the volunteers facing a 72-hour isolation period to psychologically shift their perspective from our modern world to the end of the world. Shortly after the integration into the colony, the threat of survival becomes imminent as hostile outsiders push them into a physical confrontation. How will the colonists respond and will their newfound skills be enough to protect their supplies and lives?
Filmed on ten acres of abandoned neighbourhood on the Gulf Coast of Louisiana, THE COLONY's simulated environment had been left decimated by Hurricane Katrina, a naturally occurring disaster zone that was slated to be bulldozed and turned into a public park. Empty buildings, weedy streets and the backwoods are all the colonists have to work with as they scavenge essentials for survival from their surroundings while fending off threats such as wild animals, disastrous weather, and malicious outsiders. 
Follow the nine volunteers in this social experiment as they face very real physical and emotional challenges of a possible post-apocalyptic world, in the following episodes of THE COLONY: 
A New Beginning

Seven strangers from all walks of life enter a groundbreaking real life experiment to see if they can survive and rebuild after a simulated viral apocalypse wipes out most of humanity.
After the Fall

To secure their house from a new hostile threat, the colonists try to make an electrical power plant from rotting pig carcasses and an old tractor. And with food running low, Jim and Deville hunt game in the bayou. 

Trust

The colonists look toward sustainability, but dwindling resources and the introduction of two outsiders to the experiment upset the balance. Later, the colonists are attacked while scavenging for supplies outside the colony. 

To Have and Have Not

While trying to survive after a viral apocalypse, a massive fire forces the colonists to rethink their internal security options and Reno comes up with a creative way to build a huge windmill out of scrap found in the compound.
The Abduction

In a post-apocalyptic world, the colonists’ negotiating skills are put the test when one of their own is violently abducted and the ransom note demands their precious resources of medical supplies, fuel, and food in exchange for their missing member.
Skout

The colonists discover their water source has been heavily contaminated and a leadership issue breaks out. Reno comes up with a plan for a cool new ride while Jim and Michel try their hand at gator wrangling. 

Tick

A stranger living on the colony's fringes finally reveals himself and offers food and help, but could it be another trap? The colonists also begin work on an escape boat that they can use to search for a better place to live. 

Future episodes TBC. 
###
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MEET THE COLONISTS
THE COLONY 2
Meet the nine survivors picked to build the second season of THE COLONY!
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	BECKA ADAMS

The Model

AGE: 22

PROFESSION:  Model

LOCATION: Hollywood, California 

HOMETOWN: Elizabeth, Colorado
EDUCATION: BA, Communication Studies 

Becka grew up in a rural town in Colorado, where her family bred and raised Arabian horses. At an early age, she was very involved in dance, eventually taking up cheerleading, hip hop dancing and modeling in her teen years. Despite the fact that she grew up on a farm, Becka doesn't believe her skills are among those that would be useful in a survival situation.
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	JIM ARMISTEAD

The Carpenter 

AGE: 42

PROFESSION: Carpenter

LOCATION: Benicia, California

HOMETOWN: Bethal Island, California

EDUCATION: Santa Rosa Community College 

SKILLS: Hunting traps, water filtration, self-defence, shelter construction 

Jim is "ready for anything" in every sense of the word. He has converted his daily living situation into long-term independent survival preparedness. Jim even has "bug-out packs" ready in case of such an emergency, accessible for his children, consisting of food, water, rope, and first-aid. For fun, Jim has his wife drop him off in the desert for days at a time, with little more than some water and a knife where he hones his skills in trapping and preparing game, water filtration, self-defense and rudimentary shelter construction. Jim has tremendous mental fortitude and knows how to get by in some of the roughest situations. 
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	SALLY DAWSON

The Auto Mechanic/Shop Owner 

AGE: 27

PROFESSION: Auto Mechanic / Shop Owner

LOCATION: Melrose, Maryland

HOMETOWN: Stoneham, Maryland

EDUCATION: Home schooled 

SKILLS: Auto mechanics, business management

Sally was home-schooled by her parents, and at a young age proved to be very mechanically inclined. She began working at her father's auto shop when she was 13. By the age of 24, Sally owned her own garage. She has never seen a need for formal training of any sort and is proud to display her master's degree in the art of street smarts, common sense, business and mechanics from The School of Hard Knocks and Busted Knuckles, on the wall at her shop. Growing up just outside of Boston has taught Sally everything she needs to know.
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	ROBERT DEVILLE

The Retired Contractor 

AGE: 70

PROFESSION: Retired contractor

LOCATION: Los Angeles, CA

HOMETOWN: Eunice, LA

EDUCATION: Courses in building planning and construction 

SKILLS: Former Marine, General Construction 

Born and raised in the 1940s at the Prairie Cajun Capital of Louisiana, Robert spoke only French until he was seven years old. He moved to California in the 60s, joined the Marine Corps, and was at his prime during the legendary times of The Beatles, the Cuban Missile Crisis and the assassination of JFK. After the Marine Corps, Robert worked at a carpet manufacturing company before building a healthy career as a remodeling contractor. Currently retired, Robert has joined a senior commercial acting class. He is always busy doing something; no idle mind and no devil in his workshop.
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	SIAN PROCTOR

The Geology Professor 

AGE: 40

PROFESSION: Geology professor at South Mountain Community College

LOCATION: Phoenix, Arizona
HOMETOWN: Fairport, New York

EDUCATION: BS Edinboro University, MS & PhD Arizona State University 

SKILLS: Pilot's license, SCUBA certified, geological disaster teacher 

Born on the island of Guam to a NASA engineer, Sian dreamed of flying military jets and becoming an astronaut. Her dreams were crushed at the age of 15 when she was prescribed glasses for her near-sightedness. Yet, her persistence didn't let that stop her and she eventually got her pilot's license. An avid lover of math and science, Sian became a professor of geology at South Mountain Community College where she specialises in geological hazards. As former captain of the Arizona State University's women's ice hockey team, she is no stranger to leading a team and making decisions.
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	RENO MINISTRELLI

The Foreman

AGE: 29

PROFESSION: Foreman of B&M Tower Technologies, a wireless communications construction company 

LOCATION: Royal Oak, Michigan

HOMETOWN: Detroit, Michigan

EDUCATION: BAA Entrepreneurship at Central Michigan University 

SKILLS: Welding, basic auto repair, rough carpentry, finish carpentry 

This tough guy of Italian, Lebanese and Russian descent was raised in the suburbs of Detroit. After working as a recruiter for a health care staffing agency, his entrepreneurial mind took over and Reno launched his own company but lost the business due to the struggling economy. Realising there is more money in climbing towers than sitting at a cubicle in an office, he went on to become the foreman of a cell phone tower construction crew. 
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	GEORGE WILLIS

The Industrial Artist 

AGE: 46

PROFESSION: Industrial Artist

LOCATION:  Los Angeles, California
HOMETOWN: San Diego, California
EDUCATION: MFA in Film, UCLA, 1996 

SKILLS: Metal working, mechanical effects, archery, fencing, SCUBA certified 

George is an artist and inventor who loves to work with recycled materials. At a young age, his mother trained him in martial arts, while his father taught him jewellery and blacksmithing. His previous jobs have included building prototypes for the toy industry, diamond setting, special effects for movies, documentary film making, and working as a massage therapist on private jets. George is also a Red Cross disaster volunteer, a musician, and a regular attendee at Comic Con and the Burning Man festival. He now works for an architecture firm in Los Angeles.
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	MICHEL SLOVER

The Anatomy Instructor 

AGE: 33

PROFESSION: Anatomy Instructor, Massage School

LOCATION: Denver, Colorado
HOMETOWN: Denver, Colorado
EDUCATION: Denver School of Massage Therapy 

SKILLS: Magician, sewing, lock picking, first aid, can build shelter and tools, massage therapist

Michel was bullied in high school and found solace immersing himself in books of all subjects. He claims he can retain 90 percent of all the information he reads, and prides himself on being an "encyclopedia of weird trivia." Through books, Michel learned how to make his own jewellery, sew his own leather, sing and perform magic. Working with cadavers, Michel has learned a great deal about the human immune system.
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	AMBER WILLIAMS

The Logging Foreman

AGE: 31

PROFESSION: Logging Foreman

SKILLS: Auto mechanics, woodworking, chainsaw usage and repair

LOCATION: Livingston, Montana
HOMETOWN: Livingston, Montana
EDUCATION: Park High School - 1997, some courses at Montana State University 

Born to a poor railroad family, Amber is used to doing things on her own and from scratch. Now a foreman for a custom log home company, Amber has a wide knowledge of building. She and her husband have remodelled their historic home from the ground up, with many structural improvements on the outside and furniture for the inside. Amber believes in empowering other women, she volunteers for a woman's clinic and is a board member for the non-profit, Trust Women Fund that provides financial aid for women in need of abortions.
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