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BOOMTOWN

EPISODE DESCRIPTIONS

BOOMTOWN: Winning the Lottery
Series World Premiere: Saturday, January 29, 2011, at 10 PM ET

Times are good again in Parshall, N.D.  After oil is discovered under this sleepy farming community, many residents are becoming millionaires virtually overnight.  Parshall’s mayor and grocery store owner Richard has struggled for years to keep his store afloat and support his family.  He’s leased his land to an oil company and it looks like he may become one of the lucky ones.  For every new millionaire, there’s someone who won’t benefit at all from the oil boom.  Town rancher Donny has wells being drilled all over his property, but he owns only the surface rights to his land, which means he gets the inconvenience, but not the money from the oil.  To others, the oil only means more traffic, noise and pollution.  As the economy sputters in the rest of the country, new people arrive in Parshall to snatch a piece of the oil dream.  Larry, a rig welder, left a job in Afghanistan to strike it rich in North Dakota.  His dreams for retirement rest on this boom, as does his romance with Jeanette, the owner of Parshall’s only motel.  

BOOMTOWN: Ramblin’ Man

World Premiere: Saturday, January 29, 2011, at 10:30 PM ET
It’s Christmas in Parshall, and while the temperature is sub zero, the oil field is heating up.  An oil well has been drilled under the town and all of the landowners will share in the profits.  Checks are set to arrive soon, and everyone is talking about oil, from folks in the grocery store to the hair salon.  Mayor and grocery store owner Richard has received his first oil check and has bought some new toys.  He’s getting used to the idea of his new wealth and starts planning for a brighter future.  But not everyone’s fortunes are looking up.  When Larry, the rig welder, has a dispute with one of the oil rigs, his relationship with Jeanette, the owner of Parshall’s only motel, is put in jeopardy.  Will this relationship born from the boom be able to survive the pressures?
-more-

BOOMTOWN EPISODE DESCRIPTIONS – Page 2
BOOMTOWN: Main Street’s Getting Crowded

World Premiere: Saturday, February 5, 2011, at 10 PM ET
Parshall’s main street is alive again.  The town’s only restaurant has been closed for a year, but will reopen in a matter of days.  Two brothers with big dreams but no experience want to transform the diner into a culinary gem.   They hope the social heart of the town will be beating again.  Down the street, the city council has decided to use their oil money to build a new City Hall.  However, not everyone is pleased with this decision.  In order to erect this new building, they will need to demolish the beloved town library.  As the wells and rigs move closer and closer to residents’ homes, rancher Donny starts organizing other landowners to protect their property.

BOOMTOWN: Power in Numbers
World Premiere: Saturday, February 5, 2011, at 10:30 PM ET
As the oil boom continues, Parshall is making millions of dollars by selling water to oil companies for drilling.  However, some residents feel that this revenue comes at a steep price.  Local farmers and ranchers worry that the oil industry will deplete their limited water resources.  A high school student transforms her grief for her sister who was killed by a water truck into activism.  Meanwhile, Mayor Richard has taken his first step toward retirement by hiring a new manager for his grocery store.  The new manager is filled with a lot of big ideas, but it’s unclear if the employees will embrace change.
BOOMTOWN: Cashing Out
World Premiere: Saturday, February 12, 2011, at 10 PM ET
Nearly a year into the oil boom, the sheen is starting to wear off, and Parshall residents are taking stock of the changes.  A surprise announcement at a city council meeting forces Mayor Richard to re-evaluate his future.  Faced with an offer, Jeanette, the owner of the town’s only motel, tries to decide if it’s time to cash out.  The good fortunes of the boom are also spreading beyond North Dakota, as the oil money flows out of state.  As the town prepares for a big July 4th celebration, everyone looks to the future and hopes the boom won’t be a bust in the end.
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