
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                
 
“RED APE: SAVING THE ORANGUTAN” LOOKS TOWARD THE FUTURE AND ASKS 

WHAT HOPE REMAINS TO SAVE ONE OF OUR CLOSEST WILD RELATIVES 
 

-Watch The Dramatic Story From A Team Of Medics On The Frontline In This Special Premiere- 
 

This natural world documentary combines genuine rescue footage with contributions from 
experts to examine how a team of frontline medics have been fighting to save the critically 
endangered orangutans and the lengths they go in order to try to save these great apes from 
extinction. RED APE: SAVING THE ORANGUTAN, premieres Saturday, December 22 at 10PM 
ET/PT on Animal Planet 
 
Our closest relative, the orangutans, share 97% of their DNA with humans. These remarkable 
creatures are only found on two islands in Southeast Asia: Sumatra and Borneo. 85% of 
orangutans live in Borneo, an island also home to the oldest rainforest on the planet. Over the 
last six decades, orangutan populations have been on the decline due to deforestation and the 
eradication of their natural habitat.  
 
For the over a decade, the International Animal Rescue has used cameras to document the fight 
to save the orangutan from the brink of extinction – pulling distressed apes from Borneo’s 
devastated jungle, administering life-saving medical care, rehabilitating and releasing the 
healthiest orangutans back into the wild. Through interviews with top scientists and 
conservationists, this film explores the historical backstory of the orangutan’s rapid decline and 
the solutions that might save these gentle apes from extinction.  
 
About Animal Planet 
Animal Planet, one of Discovery, Inc.’s great global brands, is dedicated to creating high quality 
content with global appeal delivering on its mission to keep the childhood joy and wonder of 
animals alive by bringing people up close in every way. Available to 360 million homes in more 
than 205 countries and territories, Animal Planet combines content that explores the 
undeniable bonds forged between animals and humans, optimized across all screens around 
the world. In the U.S., Animal Planet audiences can enjoy their favorite programming anytime, 
anywhere through the Animal Planet Go app which features live and on-demand access. For 
more information, please visit www.animalplanet.com. 
  
About Discovery 
Discovery, Inc. (Nasdaq: DISCA, DISCB, DISCK) is a global leader in real life entertainment, serving 
a passionate audience of superfans around the world with content that inspires, informs and 



entertains. Discovery delivers over 8,000 hours of original programming each year and has 
category leadership across deeply loved content genres around the world. Available in 220 
countries and territories and nearly 50 languages, Discovery is a platform innovator, reaching 
viewers on all screens, including TV Everywhere products such as the GO portfolio of apps and 
Discovery Kids Play; direct-to-consumer streaming services such as Eurosport Player and Motor 
Trend OnDemand; digital-first and social content from Group Nine Media and a strategic alliance 
with the PGA Tour to create the Global Home of Golf. Discovery’s portfolio of premium brands 
includes Discovery Channel, HGTV, Food Network, TLC, Investigation Discovery, Travel Channel, 
Motor Trend, Animal Planet, and Science Channel, as well as OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network in 
the U.S., Discovery Kids in Latin America, and Eurosport, the leading provider of locally relevant, 
premium sports and Home of the Olympic Games across Europe. For more information, please 
visit https://corporate.discovery.com/ and follow @DiscoveryIncTV across social platforms. 
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