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COERCION OR CONFESSION? INVESTIGATION DISCOVERY EXPLORES CONTROVERSIAL TRIAL IN 
“A FATAL CONFESSION: KEITH MORRISON INVESTIGATES” 

Case of a Teenager Held Captive for 17 Years Investigated in the 
Two-Hour Special Premiering on Sunday, July 7th at 10/9ct 

 
(New York, NY) – He confessed. He said he did it. He signed the papers, told the story, and took the 
blame. But what if it was all a mistake? What if this man was forced to confess to a drive-by shooting he 
knew nothing about? This is the claim of Daniel Villegas, a man who at 16-years-old took responsibility 
for a double homicide in the city of El Paso, TX. This confession would follow him for the rest of his life, 
imprisoning him at age 18, sparking a fight for justice across the city of El Paso, and culminating in a final 
trial 23 years after his initial guilty verdict. Journalist and Dateline correspondent Keith Morrison 
discovered this case in 2011 and for years he followed the story of those involved, constantly tracking 
down new interviews and information about what truly happened to Daniel Villegas. In the new two-
hour special, Morrison brings this decades-long case to life - and to its dramatic conclusion - exploring 
the facts behind Villegas’s confession in his search for the truth. A FATAL CONFESSION: KEITH 
MORRISON INVESTIGATES premieres on Sunday, July 7th at 10/9ct, only on Investigation Discovery.  
 
“At ID we have not only the opportunity – but, also, the mission - to share stories that otherwise might 
not be seen on a national platform,” says Henry Schleiff, Group President of Investigation Discovery, 
Travel Channel, American Heroes Channel and Destination America. “Keith Morrison is an acclaimed 
investigative journalist who has told countless stories throughout his broadcast career and, accordingly, 
we are thrilled to have partnered with him in his efforts to bring the attention this case so justly 
deserves.” 
 
Morrison said of the project, “The Daniel Villegas story proves that a caring and determined outsider 
facing the longest of odds can ignite a community, work to restore a future once lost, and inspire love 
along the way.” 

When this all began, Villegas was known as a teen who had more of a reputation for mischief than 
malice. The community was shocked by the drive-by shooting of two teenagers with no gang affiliation. 
Then, Villegas was pulled in by law enforcement for questioning. He was interrogated by Detective 
Alfonso Marquez, and hours later, Marquez emerged with a signed confession from Daniel Villegas. But 
that same night, Villegas recanted the confession to a social worker. But at that point it was too late. 
Though he had an alibi, the confession remained the centerpiece of Villegas’ trial, and he was sentenced 
to life in prison. 
 
Years later, business man John Mimbela hears about Daniel’s case and is determined to find the truth 
about what really happened that day. Taking on this case, Mimbela hires an experienced attorney and 
rallies the El Paso community. His efforts are rewarded when Daniel is granted a new trial in 2014. But 
even with all his hard work, will there be enough evidence to prove Daniel Villegas’s innocence? Or will 
Villegas’ conviction and life sentence for a crime he said he didn’t commit, continue to stand? Keith 
Morrison sits down with the key players in this narrative, from family members and law enforcement, to 



John Mimbela and Daniel Villegas himself. Using his years of experience as an investigative journalist, 
Morrison delivers a compelling and heart wrenching story that raises probing questions about crime, 
punishment and American justice.  
 

### 
 
A FATAL CONFESSION: KEITH MORRISON INVESTIGATES is produced for Investigation Discovery by 
Peacock Productions. At Peacock Productions Lloyd Fales is executive producer, Robert Dean is co-
executive producer and Azriel Relph is producer. For Investigation Discovery Diana Sperrazza is 
executive producer, Sara Kozak is senior vice president of production, Kevin Bennett is general manager 
and Henry Schleiff is Group President of Investigation Discovery, Travel Channel, American Heroes 
Channel, and Destination America.  
 
ABOUT INVESTIGATION DISCOVERY (ID) 
Investigation Discovery (ID) is the leading crime and justice network on television, delivering the highest-
quality programming to approximately 85 million U.S. households. From harrowing crimes to in-depth 
investigations and heart-breaking mysteries behind these “real people, real stories”, the always 
revealing network challenges our understanding of culture, society and the human condition. The #1 
network for women in all of cable, ID’s programming is available in both high definition (HD) and 
standard definition (SD), as well as anytime and anywhere through the network’s TV Everywhere 
offering, IDGo. For exclusive web content and bonus material, fans can follow ID on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook or check out the network’s true crime blog, CrimeFeed.  
 
Investigation Discovery is part of Discovery, Inc. (Nasdaq: DISCA, DISCB, DISCK), a global leader in real 
life entertainment, serving a passionate audience of superfans around the world with content that 
inspires, informs and entertains. Available in 220 countries and territories and 50 languages, Discovery 
delivers over 8,000 hours of original programming each year and has category leadership across deeply 
loved content genres around the world. For additional information about ID, please visit 
InvestigationDiscovery.com  
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