
  
 

 

 
TV AND FILM STAR JUSTIN HARTLEY SHOWS HIS GRATITUDE TO A DEAR FRIEND WITH A 

MASSIVE BACKYARD MAKEOVER IN DEC. 28 EPISODE OF HGTV HIT ‘CELEBRITY IOU’ 
  
New York [Dec. 22, 2020] A new episode of HGTV’s smash hit series Celebrity IOU on Monday, 
Dec. 28, at 9 p.m. ET/PT will spotlight Emmy® Award nominated and Screen Actors Guild 
Awards® winning actor Justin Hartley as he gives one of his closest friends Mat an astonishing 
backyard makeover. With a friendship that started 10 years ago over their mutual love for beer 
and baseball, Justin credits Mat for being the rock that saved him in rough times. After years of 
renting an apartment, Mat bought a fixer upper for his family two years ago and has spent most 
of the budget on interior renovations with little left to improve the exterior. Alongside HGTV’s 
famous twins, real estate and renovation experts Drew and Jonathan Scott, Justin will hop on 
an excavator and help transform Mat's dated backyard into a stunning outdoor oasis for his 
entire family to enjoy. The new amenities will include a resurfaced pool and hot tub with 
unique blue tiles, an outdoor kitchen with built-in grill and pizza oven and a putting green.  
 
“Mat is one of those human beings that will celebrate the good times with you and celebrate 
when you’re happy and celebrate when great things happen to you,” said Justin. “But the true 
measure of the man is, when things aren’t going your way, he’s the guy that’s going to make 
sure that you’re not alone or that you remember who you are. When you have people like that 
in your life, it makes it easier to stay on track.” 
 
The first season of Celebrity IOU captivated more than 36 million viewers and smashed records 
as the highest-rated first-year series in HGTV history. The series features Hollywood A-listers 
who express their deep gratitude to the individuals who have had a major impact on their lives 
by gifting them with heartwarming home renovations that bring everyone to tears. The star-
studded, uplifting series features Drew and Jonathan as they help each award-winning star with 
the surprise home overhauls. Celebrity IOU is produced by Scott Brothers Entertainment, with 
Drew and Jonathan as executive producers. 
 
“To be able to do something for someone when they’ve been a generous person—a very 
generous, sweet person that’s just like I’ll give you everything I have—to be able to pay it back 
in this way is pretty special.”  
 
Fans are invited to connect with the new season of Celebrity IOU on HGTV’s digital platforms. 
Viewers can watch the episodes on HGTV GO the same day and time as the TV premieres—
Mondays at 9 p.m. At HGTV.com/Celebrity-IOU, fans can find articles, before and after photo 
galleries and more details about the celebrities. Social media users can follow @HGTV 
and #CelebIOU on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for extra show content and updates. Drew 
and Jonathan also will share more from the new episodes on their social channels at 
@mrdrewscott (Instagram, Twitter) and @jonathanscott (Instagram, Twitter). 



 
ABOUT HGTV 
HGTV delivers families with relatable stories, superstar real estate and renovation experts and 
amazing home transformations that inspire a passionate audience. For anyone seeking 
entertaining and aspirational home and lifestyle content, HGTV is the place to be. HGTV offers: 
a top 10 cable network that is distributed to more than 86 million U.S. households; a 
website, HGTV.com, that attracts an average of 10.2 million people each month; a social 
footprint of 21.2 million; HGTV Magazine, a monthly publication that reaches more than one 
million readers and exclusive collections of home-oriented products through the HGTV HOME™ 
consumer products line.  Viewers can become fans of HGTV and interact with other home 
improvement enthusiasts through Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and Instagram. HGTV is owned 
by Discovery, Inc., a global leader in real life entertainment spanning 220 countries and 
territories, whose portfolio also includes Discovery Channel, Food Network, TLC, Investigation 
Discovery, Travel Channel, MotorTrend, Animal Planet, Science Channel, and the forthcoming 
multi-platform JV with Chip and Joanna Gaines, Magnolia, as well as OWN: Oprah Winfrey 
Network. 
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