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FOOD NETWORK ANNOUNCES ANNUAL HOT LIST 2023  
 

Follow #FNHotList to Meet This Year’s Group of Rising Culinary Stars 

  
NEW YORK - JANUARY 20, 2023 - Food Network has announced its Hot List for 2023, an annual look at exciting food 
personalities and up-and-coming culinary rock stars making their mark in the food content space. From a self-described ‘potato 
queen’ to a self-designated ‘kitchen witch,’ to restaurateurs and restaurant incubators, this year’s dynamic and diverse group 
of talent bring creativity and energy to their multifaceted culinary endeavors and are making magical things happen in the 
kitchen, in restaurants and across social platforms everywhere.  
 
This year’s Hot List members include: chef and Serving the Hamptons cast member, Brogan Wu; chef, restaurateur and 
entrepreneur, Esther Choi; chef and culinary manager, Fariyal Abdullahi; chef and adventure seeker, Gabriele Bertaccini; 
chef and restaurateur, Julian Rodarte; Michelin-trained chef and social media personality, Poppy O'Toole; pastry chef and 
social justice activist Paola Velez; restaurateur and community activist, Jeremy McBryde; and chef, restaurateur and 
Tournament of Champions competitor, Shota Nakajima. 
 
“As the leader in food programming our Food Network team is scouting and developing new talent on a daily basis to showcase 
within all our content offerings and the Hot List allows us to share these exciting personalities doing what they do best in a fun 
and immediate way with fans,” said Betsy Ayala, Head of Content, Food, Warner Bros. Discovery. “Spotlighting rising talent 
from across the culinary space is an opportunity to recognize a new wave of stars entertaining fans with their incredible skills 
and creativity.” 
  
Beginning next week, one new Hot List star a day will be introduced on Food Network's social platforms including Facebook, 
Instagram, TikTok and Twitter. To meet these exciting food personalities, and for a chance to win one of five Hot List prize 
packs, follow #FNHotList. In addition to daily reveals, all Hot List food stars will be showcased in the Food Network digital 
feature, Food Stars to Watch in 2023, and promoted across FoodNetwork.com, Apple News and newsletter. Fans can also 
catch up here with five of last year’s Hot List members including Eric Adjepong, Kelsey Barnard Clark, Kathy Fang, Darnell 
Ferguson and Joe Sasto and see what they are up to now.   
 

#  #  # 
 

FOOD NETWORK (www.foodnetwork.com) is a unique lifestyle network, website and magazine that connects viewers to the power and joy of food. The 
network strives to be viewers' best friend in food and is committed to leading by teaching, inspiring, empowering and entertaining through its talent and 
expertise. Food Network is distributed to more than 74 million U.S. households and draws an average of 50 million unique web users monthly with a social 
footprint of 71 million, while Food Network Magazine reaches 11 million readers. Food Network is part of Warner Bros. Discovery (NASDAQ: WBD), a 
leading global media and entertainment company that creates and distributes the world’s most differentiated and complete portfolio of content and brands 
across television, film and streaming. Available in more than 220 countries and territories and 50 languages, Warner Bros. Discovery inspires, informs 
and entertains audiences worldwide through its iconic brands and products which also include: Discovery Channel, discovery+, CNN, DC, Eurosport, 
HBO, HBO Max, HGTV, OWN, Investigation Discovery, TLC, Magnolia Network, TNT, TBS, truTV, Travel Channel, MotorTrend, Animal Planet, Science 
Channel, Warner Bros. Pictures, Warner Bros. Television, Warner Bros. Games, New Line Cinema, Cartoon Network, Adult Swim, Turner Classic Movies, 
Discovery en Español, Hogar de HGTV and others. For more information, please visit www.wbd.com. 
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